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Kindiy do not write of mors thas
one subject In any ome lettsr.

In your reply
refer 10 Nou e e e e

Pepartment of the Intevior

y . Canada
0" Vancouver, Ba. Qae,. July 20, . .. 1914,
_ - J “ L L lt &\ ;":'_ }* l-*.ij:'*;

I beg.to eacknowledge réceipt of your wire &s

follows:

nUnmeiled letters delivered to yourself or letters
sddressed to Hindus in your cere are not protected
by Post Office law or regulations while in your
possession”.

and to confirm my wire as follows:

"Following telegram sent eaddressed Minister

Interior Ottawa signed Passengers Komagata Maru

reply peid ten words begins many telegrams to
‘Governor General. He answers transferred to you

for consideration. No consideration as yet. DPolice
asttacks deily duly armed. DNo provisions. Immigration
returning forecibly without your decision. IT not
decided within two days &1l passengers will De

killed by police and volunteers and you &Tre responsible
for so meny lives. Will not return forcibly prefer
death to cruelties whet would be use of considerstion
after death. IEnds.”

Inspector Hopkinson took out & wire sddressed to

the pessengers of the Koﬁagata Maru, this morning. I

. herewith embody his report:

"T have to renort for your information that I took
on board the "Komsgata Maru" this morning at about
10:05 & telegram addressed to the passengers of this
bost. On going up the gangway I wes met by quite &
few of the passengers and on inquiring for tThe
Secretary or one of the Committee, the Secretary
Daljit Singh put in en sppeerance and to him I hended
the telegram. He opened the seme, read the conteants,
but did not communicate what wes conveyed. .
After reading the wire he wished t.o know
if the Government intended sending &ny provisions
on bosrd, end I replied thet it was nol the intention
of the Government to send any vorovisions on board
ti1l1 such time &s the Hindus decided to obey the law.
I further went into deteil &s to the intention of the
mission of Saturdey night, and pointed out thet the
boet had (6,000.0C worth of provisions ready to put
on board. After a great deal of discussion, and on
meking & particuler dememnd for some reasonable PropoSim
tion, Daljit Singh infoymed me &s follows: That e
passengers would permit “the getting up of steam and
Jeaving of this harbor on the following conditions:
1. That the provisions be put on bo&rd.
o, Thet the two charterers, Bhag Singh &nd

Rehim ‘be brought slongside the ship so that they could
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telk to them and receive thelr permission to leave.

2. If the two &bove conditions were satis-

S faetorily arrenged steam would be permitted to be got
UPe -

I replied that under 1o circunstences could

W we possibly scquiesce to gll three demends, but in the
; ~ alternative proposed the following:

() Thet Caeptein Yamamoto be permitted to issue

orders to his crew to get up steam.
(b) Thet within four or five hours efter they

-had started getting up steam we would come alongside

with & scow loaded with provisions for the voyage and

" glso Rahim and the Secretary of the Sikh Temple; that

they could hold & conference with these two men and if
they decided to move out end geve us &n assurance 1in
writing that they would do So, We woulé then load the

-*'{7 -71pr0ViSi0n5; that when the provisions were loaded the

ship would immediately start on her voyage to Hong
Kong, 88 the Captain was already in possession of his

 cleeranceé papers.

~ This proposition was absolutely rejected and

. Daljit Singh, together with quite a few of his
 countrymen around him stated that unless and until
~ guch time as the provisions were first put on board,
~ they would not permit the anchor to be reaised or

ateam to be got up or the ship to leave the harbor,
under any circumstences, and they would perish by

I asked for some &ssurance OT guarantee that if

 we complied with their request they would carry out
~ thelr proposition, but received no assurance and no

guarsntee that they would do so. 1 further went into

the matter of explaining the guarantee question « that
~ the Govermnment had no &ssurance that 1if the provisions
 were put on board they would move out, inasmuch && Dby

putting the provisions on board they would then

. have themselves fully equipped with water and supplies

for & period of one month and they could lie in that

‘harbor for that length of time without making a move.

- Daljit Singh further stated to me that five of

the Hindus had been injured in the melee on Saturday
night, and that one of them Was seriously hurt. He

yequested that the man be taken ashore for treatment,

but before giving him any satisfactory ansSwer I re-
quested that the four or Iive alleged injured men
should be produced before me or that I be permitted to

. gee them wherever they were, so that I could méke Such

errengements = if I was satisfled that they needed

il medical attention = as would be mnecessary in order

to have the same attended to by our medical officer.
Deljit Singh refused to produce the men or permit wb
to go and see them, and said that unless provigions

were put on board there would Ye no benefit {from

seeing these men whatsoever.
' Meking no headwey in our deliberations, I finelly

informed them thatl no provisions would be putl on board

until they were of & more reasonable turn of mind
and had decided to obey the laws of this country, and

with this parting injunction I came down the gangway
and boarded our launch for shore."

Counsel Ladner and Assistant‘Paul Howard
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reported from Vietoria as follows:

wire No. 1: "Saw commender this morning. Crulser seils
=" ¢en tonight with ususl crew plus fifty regulars
| S from garrison. He to assist you with these and
Vencouver militie uniformed force of two hundred.
Plans excellent in detsil bringing leg irons &nd
handcuffs but Provincial police Vancouver to '
supply further equipment. Heve chief police
ready be<on cruiser but few of any local police.
Commender will wire hour of conference and hour when
 militia be ready. Probebly between six and nine
- arrange recelive messages tonight perheaps wireless."”
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= WirefNGE 2. M"Arraenge immediate with Brodie to delay Seattle
=" boat departure until Rainbow draft erriving ten 1
' L twenty cén go aboard. If this done will be Vancouver

fully equipped at daybreak." :

Err ———

~ to which I replied:

5 T,  "Impossible hold Seattle boat your wire too late.
. ... ... . seilors left Princess Alice noon making practicelly
i . . seme time as ten thirty boat. Keep me posted.

o . Ask Commander Rainbow 1if he ha&s &ny special word
oo i il to communicate."” ' -

%: £y i i ' I further received the f0110W1ng”W1r3
~ from Commander Hose of the cruiser Rainbow:
' "Propose leaving Esquimalt tonight arrive Vencouver

e about 7 A. M. with Messrs. Howerd and Ladner on

I glso received this evening an additionsl
message from Commender Hose giving more definite time for
arrival: ' '

"Rainbow due Vancouver about 7 a. m. shall be ready
to see you and any other officials any time after
arrival, the earlier the better.”
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I further wired EnﬂpantarRHGW%rdaaﬁﬁféiiﬂwaz
"Does Comma&nder wish fire engineé on Sea Lion or

. tug or has he ample pressure both steam end cold
~ water. Rush answer." '

- receiving in reply:

"Commender Rainbow desires fire engines Sea Lion
held in readiness in céase required.” ‘

The questi on of handcuffs was also taken up.

We heve borrowed about 18 pairs locally, through the
courtesy of the Chief of Police and the Warden of the

Penitentiary at New Westminster, end I wired Colin




~ Campbell, the Superintendent of Prbvincial Police at

 TVictoria as follovs:

ncruiser Rainbow leaving Victoria tonight.
Commender anxious secure &all hendcuffs and leg
irons available, as endeavor will be mede to
handcuff the three hundred and fifty two

mutinous Hindus aboard Komagatsa. Kindly oblige

by loaning. Wire me what action if any you take."

a%

f'receiving in reply the following:

mp11 aveilable hendcuffs and leg 1irons sent
sboard Reinbow today have instructed Chief
Constable Smith to do same &t Vancouver.’

| _ I further received a wire from Mr. -
 Howard as follows: ’
| nCommender thinks it advisable have_only about

B co “} dozen police on hand in morning will arrange

detaeils further on lending.”
In reply to the communication from J. Bdward

;g Bird the following was forwarded by our sblicitars:

"A copy of yours of the 20th-inst. ta'MaR.J.Reid,_.'
re S. S. "Komageta Maru", has been handed to me

b @
B for sttention. _
g T As I understand the matter, the Hindus on
| ~ board the Ship come to this country delibemtely intending
' "to force their presence upon & people who do not
wish them, through some hoped for defect in, or '
technical objection to, laws mede with the approval .
of the country at lerge. After having come to British
Columbia end after delay occasioned solely by them,
the matter is heard by the Court of Appeal and decision
given under which Boards of Enquiry are held and
_ Orders of Deportation made. They do not see fit to
; obey the Orders of the Government but mutiny and take
. eontrol of the ship. On &an attempt being made by the Police
- to enforce the ordinary rights of the Captain over his
Ship, they resist and deliberately assault and - R
grievously injure them. They then nake the propossals
set out in your letter in which you concur.
The Government, alThough under no obligation
to do so, has fed them during the last three weeks
and out of charity has been willing to provision
them for the return journey to Hong Kong. If They
are on the verge of starvation it is their own faulte
As soon &s they signify that they are willing to obey
the law the Government will, no doubt, adhere to 1its
- offer to supply provisions &s mentioned above.
I shall, however, submit your letter to head-

quarters and will return you Such answer 28 may be
directed.” ‘
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Counsel adviaed'aending the following wire:

"Heve received letter from MacNeill and Bird on
behalf of loeel Hindus submitting, subjeet to oo
approval by Hindus on board Komegete Maru following
slternative proposition for consideration: ~First,
B Goverrment to send back all deported Hindus by A
 otheér steamghip line permitting assignees of charter to
unload and load cargo. Government to pay &8ll sums
which assignees have been compelled to pay for
b charter money while vessel detained 1in Port, or
., Second Government to pay assignees of Charter
passage money from Vancouver to Calcutta for
deported Hindus at the rate of one hundred dollars
each, or Third, Government to pey assignees -
of Charter Twenty-five thousand dollars for i
passage money for deported Hindus from Vancouver to
Hong Xong. Assignees in each of tne two lest
propositions to pay for provisions and waive 8ll
 other claims. Counsel has replied pointing out
unlawful course pursued by Hindus on board shlp:. ..

end trestment received by them from Govermment with

¢ no respgnse t0o propositien except gtatement that |
' they would be submitted to you and such answer .
would be returned as you direct.” - |

Sir Cherles Hibbert Tupper and C. Gardner Johnsom,

 solicitor and Agent for the Owners, r63pectively;

' interviewed me at some length this morning, principally

. 4in reference to J. Edward Bird's proposal. Sir Hibbert

~ Tupper emphatically stated they virtuelly &sked for ”
. everything, and viewed the whole proposeél as & practical

i impossibility.

_ I received further, through C. Gardner Johnson, Esq.,
~ the following communieafion.embodying a eommuﬁicatian from
L A. Hori, the Consul for Japan:

"Oon my informing Mr. Hori, Japanese Consul, of
'~ the sarrangement arrived et with Sir @has. Hibbert
Tupger and yourself re the Japanese Crew of the
- §.°8. "Komagate Maru" being taken on board the
Cansdian Nevy "Reinbow" under certain conditions,
the Juepanese Consul sent me the letter of which
enclosed 1s & copy. ke
Any reply you may wish to give I shall be

gled to convey to Mr. Hori. | .
(signed) C. Gardner Johnson.™

The following is Mr. Hori's letter to C. Gardner

Johnson:

- "In reference to your favour of even date re the
arrangement made between you and the Immigration
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' Department about boarding the crew of the
Bomegata Maru on the Rainbow I regret to have To
say that it is notl very satisfactory and would be
very much obliged if you could heve Mr. Reid furnish
g neutrsl boat at the crew!s disposal or have him

consent to their stay ashore during the engagement«"”

I replied &s follows:

nT beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of
20th instant? enclosing communication from Mr. Yoho

 Hori, Jspanese Consul, and note remarks.
After duly canﬂiaering the matter I will

arrenge to place & neutrel boat at the disposal
of the Jepanese crew of the "Komageta Maru“.pntil

 ;|contr01 of the ship is obtained.”
I will endeavor to meet thelr wishes in this

‘respédt, but the matter will have to be duly considered
~ by Commender Hose, &s this act alone might precipitate
e  1‘troub1a.ZMra Hori raised several technicel objections
 'terba11y, end I requested him to place his views in
e "-;’writipg, when I would heve much pleasure in submitting
‘ ;themrby'wira to the Departmente Up %a the time of writing

1 have had no communication other then the one sbove

~ referred to.

To apsolutely avold any possibility of
' criticism.by”the public, however, in taking advantage of

' | ~ any concessions which might be obtained, the following

o qommunication was drafted to Hoosain Rehim, one of the

ﬁlleged charterers of the Komagata Maru:

"Dear Sire: _
M You are suthorized to leave port

on the S. S. Komagata Maru, and have my full authority
to do so, according to my connection with the charter

and my rights thereunder.
Yours truly,

Charterer of the S. S. Komagata MNaru.

To the Committee,
' for Passengers on S. s. Komegata laru,

Vancouver Harbor.”

This is important in view of the fact that the Committee

aboard that vessel have absolutely refused to leave wit hout
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the consent of the charterers, Hoosain Rehim and Bhag

- “Singh (Bhag Singh is now held by the United States l

understending, officer Nelson and Assistant Interpreter

Gwyther were told to read the following instructi ons to

" 'Bahim, but to have no grgument with hims:

n"we wish you to sigm this letter and then'we are in

s position to know exactly where you stand. The
Committee of the Komagata Maru claim you are the
last drawback +o their departure and &s they will
not leave without your consent we now present this

. letter for your signature." | .

My wishes in the matter were duly carried out. Theli¥

~report I now embody:

nT beg to state that accompanied by Mrg Gwyther
T handed the attached 1etter to Mr. H. Re&him at
516, Main Street, this ecity, with & request To

sign it, at the seme time reading t o him the ;
letter headed “ninstructions ~for Mr. Nelson" which

expleins why ﬁis signature was acsked for.
He refused to sign 1% and referred us to

his Solicitara,'Mesﬁrs-McNeill & Bird.

D. Nelson, Immig. Inspe.’
H.W.Gwyther, Asst. Hindoo Inter.”™

The Honoursble C. J. Doherty, Acting Minister of

the Interior wired as follows:

nHeye instructed militis department to place
permanent force and officers at your d isposal
commanding officer will report to you."

40 which I replied:

nyour wire Captain Ogilvie Work Point Barracks has
phoned on long distence he will arrive with 75
regulars on Reinbow seven A. . Requisitions foT
calling out militia being prepared 1ocally. Will
be signed immediately."

I nave further discussed the proposed operations
with Brigade MajoT Tobin, Colonel MecSpedden commanding the
Irish Fusilliers, Ad jutent Dowding of the same Regiment,
captain Godson of the Hignlanders, snd othexs:. The

suthorization for the calling out of the locel militia







