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I beg’ to confirm my night lettergram of yestere

e

day’s date, as follows:=

"Referringto your wire of the «6th ultimo re special
guards, I have found it imperative to employ two add-
itional men as also to charter another lauach for pat-
rol purposesg, DBittancourt's lesunch is 1ot in con=
migsion and the situation with regard to the detention
of the Hindus on board the Xomogata lMaru is assuming
a serious aspect. A slight demonstration cccurred
today which reasonably malies me apprehensive of the
forecible landing of these people by the taking up of
anchor and docking her at night and letting the Iindus
ashore enmasse. Have taken all precautions necessary
T® preveht such an attempt, but owing to the circum-
stances surrounding this particular ship and the small
number of men available for day and night duty, I am
compelled to request the sancliion of additiogel guards
and the hire of another launch to accommodate our DI G
sent patrol. One launch has been in service since
the ship anchored, and the Harbour Master has Lindly
loaned his launch to assist our patrol, but this leunch
may be withdrawn at any time. Have T vour sanction
to Take all necessary stepns and precantions as T do not
Teel justified in incurring expenditure unless you are

fglly cognizant of same. Letler received today con-
51d§red oy lepal advisors and self as threat egalnst
officers on duty on boat ai night. Tonight visited

boat with Dboth launches standing by, Hopkinson, arbour

llaster Reid and self aboard. Police and specisl officers
in launches; interviewed Captain and charterer. Iarbour

Master has kindly accegded to our wishes ordered the
ship to remain anchored and not dock. This fully
explained to both Captain and Curdit. Bird writing

threatening damage suit against Government unless

vessel permitted to dock. lie have agreed to withdrew

our officers from the ship at night as Gurdit states

he cannot be responsible for the actions of his Tfelloww

geun‘tryrileﬁ. In faect small patrol om bhogt at*night would
e courting disaster. DBoards of encuipv 1ced

with returie& men who apaarzztii Eaizlrﬁﬂ?omme%ceu vodey

J nTLY ¢ lost domicile.
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"Ladner for Bowser, Reid & VWallbridge, is appearing for
the Department. Xindly sanction same. Bird for Illinduse
Bittancourt now states launch Winamac will be in come
mission if possivle by Saturday evening. This will

together with possible loa@of Iarbour llaster's boat

we can reduce tne shifts. Objection raised To our
stenographers taking evidence. Cwing to number Boards
of IZnquiry to pe ineld it is necescsary secure services
of two additional stenographers. In eny case our own
stalff busily engaged with regular routine work which
cannot be neglected. indly sanction same. Willl cone
firm by letter in a dav oxr two."

I also wish to confirm my telegram of today's date, as

follows: - )
"Your file eight two one eight seven three your letter
thirteenth January avppointing Board. Opinion Counsel
this letter should be signed by linister as letters
lndividual appointment tenth January do not designate
* nemes of full Board. Kindly mail immediately."

This message was sent at the urgent request of
counsel, who ruled that tThe llinister should have signed
the communicaetion enclosing the individuael appointments
of the members of the new Board, as now constituted. This
ds a technical point which I do not propose to discuss, but
in view of the importance of the matier:z under discussion,
and the probability of an attack on every point, it is de-
sirous to strengthen our positions wherever possibdle.

I further beg to transcribe the following comruni-
cation from lir. J. Kdward Bird, dated June lst:-

"I am in receipt of written instructions from
Dalgit Singh, Secretary eppointed by the Hindus on board
the "Komogsate llaru.” He complains that he cannot see
his solicitor or any of his friends on board: that
the Immigration Department have tsken charge of fthe
' - Ship, and that they permit men of all classes to go
¢ on board the ship, both out of curiousity and for pure
poses of The Immigration Department that are altogether a-
part from the keepong of the Findus on board.

"This is therefore to complain agsinst the intrusion
upon these men of the curious and any pnotographers and
moving picture men and sight-seers. I respectfully urge
that while imprisoned by your Department and kept under
guard they are entitled to respect and freedom from
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"annoyancee. R T
"These men respectfully demand that the Doards

of enguiry be proceeded with. Thelr medical examin-
ation has been completed, and those men who have been
rejected on account of alleged physiceal iycap?c}ty,
demend that they be landed for trealment by their own
physicians, or that they be allowed the attlendance of
their physicians on board the ship for treatment, ;n
sccordance with the provisions of the Immigralion Act.
"I have you herewith a notice from the Secretary of
the men on board the ship "Komogata llaru"™, which has
reached me through the instrumentality of a friend.
Sgd. Yours truly,
"J. Edward Bird."

To this letter, llesérs Bowser, Reid & 'allbridge, replied,

under date of June 2rd, as follows:=

u/:r

"Your letter of the lst. instant, addressed to
lire }Malcolm Re Jo. Reid, has vecn placed 1in our hands
for attention and reply. The statements gpade to you
by Dalgit Singh that strangers are allowed on board
the ship,are absolutely false. In refusing reporters
access to the ship, the Immigrstion officers nhave disw=
regarded the request of Dalgit Singh, who wrote asking
thet repnorters be allowed on board and stated that he
was willing to pay therefor.

"It 1s true that a newspaver reported secreted hime
self aboard the ship over =~ we tThink - at Williams llead,
but this was without the knowledge of the Immigration |
Authorities, and as soon as discovered, he was put abkhore
at the first practicel moment. The only other stranger
wiho hes gone aboard the ship at all is a moving picture
operator who climbed up the gangway but was lmmediately
ejected from the ship with his camera. The only persons
allowed on bhoard the ship are officers of the different
Departments having the vessel, or its cargo or pascengers
in charge. '

"There is no intention whatever to annoy any of the
passengers on the vessel, but the members of the Imni-
gration Office staff must perform their duties and thev
will do so at a1l odds. )

"The medical examinations are not yet completed ard
thise who need treatment are receiving it et the hands of
duly qualified physicians.

Yours truly,
Sgd. Bowser, Reid & Vellbridge.
per R.L.Reid."

In this connection I would transcribe a communication

from Dalgit Singh for Curdit Singh, Charterer of the Komogeata

laru, in which he objects to the restrictions Zeeping news-

paper men off +the vessel, requesting that they be permitted
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to come aboard and he would pay the necessary pricefi=

s i

"Jey 25th 1914: I beg te asl that either nave you
ord ered your subordinates wet ching the s.s. donogate
liarp or they nave prevented The newspapers of Vaicouver
to come ochoerd with thelr own will, SO if explain me
+he reasons. I want 10 see evelry unewopapor of Vancouver
hall pay the pricee”

daily. Xindly malle arrancemnenls. I 8l
| Yours truly,

Sgde. Dalgit Singn Tor

Cherterer of s.s. Jomegata iaXle

4

«

T further bheg to transcribe & communication 1o
Dalgit Singh, in which & threat is implied:

- "I hereby give ycu unoctice that |
ination is over ‘on the <7th instant and there is notlh-
ing more has o enguire about the »nassensers. There
is no need to come om board oI your mer gceeplt busi-
eSS . At night meny men come on board snd I 4o 10T
think it proper. I am in doubt thav there mignt be aun
sccident as our passengers are quite dissatisfied Dy
the treatment of the Immigretion authiorities. LO man
should come on board in future without gneclial woris.
You can webtch the ship in leunchess So I inform you
as & notice that you shell be held responsiovle of tnis
if you will not take any step.
Yours truly,
Sgde Dalgilt Singh
+- T Tes

Secy. S.8. romogata llaru.”
This letter was forwerded by lr. Bird and is referred TO

in his comrmnicstion above quoted.

Singh

Y

After our visit to the ship last night Curdiv

LJ‘

o an 'accident', was 1ot a

declared thet the reference
threat against our officers, but he feared he could 1o longer
control his own men, &nd as primarily he was responsible

for all of the passengers, he deemeld it zdvisable to call our
attention to the feot that some of our officers mignhv
lested or thrown owver-board.

T agreed tc withdraw our men which we Lad been 1n tiie

habit of stationing abosard the vessel, to Tie numbter of fcour

or five during the night, increasing viie launch navrol. 1

was very loath to do this, as it leaves the way open 10T &
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snd either dock hers or tal e the vessel oulside enabling tne
Tindus to land from small boals, after shaking off our patrolj
but in view of the fact thet it would nave regqulired a large
number of men to cone with over three hmndred of these people,

4

T did not care to taie the respousibility ol insisting upon

- vy

the small number reheining, with possible danger to Thenm-
selves.

Accompanied by Ceptein leid, the Herbour lLiaster,
the matter Feferred to in another of Iir. Zird's communicavlons,
which I will transeribe - namely that of berthing of the

vessel, was taken up.

Under the regulations for the government of Fublic
Harbours in Canada, copy of which I enclose, Section & svates:
"jo vessel shall telre berth et any wharf or pier in
any harbour, unless assigned thereto by The Harbour
llaster, under & penalty of twenty dollars ageinst
the person in charge of such vessel, for sach and
every offence."
Sections 5 and 6 distinctly state further, that
the larbour liester has the right fto determine the moorings of
the vessel, and Section 11 sivates the vessel 1s TO talie berth
in the position assigned 'forthwith', and Section 14 dis=-
tinctly states the vessel is not permitted 1o change Dertn
without the permission of the larbour laster.

g
}

iie Capltein of

These facts were all pointed out to 1
the vessel so that the Immigretion authorities are not re-
" sponsible for any complaeints in This respect. The IIarboux
Master, Capt: Reid, has becn very courteous To us and after a
consultation with myself, agreed 1o help in every pos:zible
waye. I particularly pointed cut te him the denger of these uen

ﬂ'

getting on shore should the vessel e permitited to doclk, and
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and further the possibility of riots occurring amongst the
white citizens of this »port should {The vessel be bsrthed
alongside any of Tthe wiarves.

Tt was Turther pointed cut to the Captain of e

ship that the patrol and weteh kept by our officials, wes

in reality a responsibility which should be assumed by nim-

e

self, but in view of the peculiar situstion erising, We

-

haed deemed it advisable to assist him, but 1T mlst be dis-

ﬂ

tinctly understood we would hold him recoonsible should any
accidenf or bodily harm be suffered by eny of our offiglelss
I also steted I expected him to instiuct his crew - Wilo are
1like himself, Japunese - to this effect and order tiiem
to stand by should their services be reguired in defence of
pur officials. All of these instractions he promised to
stricetly comply with.

Transerive’ below 1s lLire Bird's comauiicavion,
dated June lst., addresced To mysell:-

"I em in receip t of & communicaticn Irom - Ye <Ur=
dit Singh, charteret of the “"lomogata llaru’. Ile com-
plains that the Tepartment oI Tmm.graulen nave unlawe
fully‘talen.poaseﬂﬂlon of hig ghip, the "iomozave “*ru".
He recognizes your right EE a8 an Imml ~ration offic
to go on board the boat and make examinaitions, buv o
arrest the ship and the pdSuCﬁ ers and nold them Gub
in the Harbour, guarded and surrcunded by armed oificers
is ageinst the spirit of the Immigration ¥y i He ae-
sires me 1o notify you that he will elaim from the Can-
adian Govermmeat substantial damage for The wirong
that they are dolng hiu. A5 charterer of Tiae ship, he
demands the rightod: discharging his caigo and o1 dociking
and landing his vassengers, who may, if your vepartment
desire, be taPen in cherge and detained in the Detenvicn
Sched provided for tinlis purnose.

"This bh;ﬁ'l 2s qnow been in the Tarbour since Tt
c2nd. day of last month, and Lir. Gurdiv uiﬂgu has b;au
refused to date, the chrance of GGUbul“i g solicitor
or intervieving anybody acyuainted with ffb laws of
this province Tor the Hurpose of his nrovection. Thls

e

ne desired me 1o eﬂe““o :Lcﬂ 1y protest acainst
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' replieC as follows:i-

"Your letter of‘tnﬁ i rat instan addressed TO
Ilr. lfalcolin e Je becn nléaced 1n our hends I
attention znd Iwrﬂgh. would wéint out To #
the Harbour uiaster, 1in ;urﬂuawae of his daties, a8
assigned the position in the harpour thalb the fﬁbmo*a
lfaru’ must occupy The Tumdicration authorivies unuve
novning tQ do witl thiic waitter whavever, &anc 88 i%e OWIl=

ers or c;;:;,ruererb 0:1: this vessel n:ave m: private do

.1
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tention Sh@i(ﬁfIﬂﬁﬁﬁ'Wﬂﬁfm'ﬂi'WB;AAﬂME-OEm D
until the exanldations are compleve, and ne inguir:
wad, 1t ﬂec=“ﬁ“rl1x follows thav The uﬂl” place wu§
they may remain uatil fTheir right to eute r Cancda i
disposed of, is.-upon ti.e vessel. o

"As resards there being armed guards tiere, Tiav 1S
for the pzx rotection of the Tindus, as you well Imow 'L"L
at the present time it would not tele a grealt deal to
have & repetition of tlie riots of 1€06. Bul in addivioun
to that, it is necessary for vhe officers ﬁo be in &
p031t10n to enforce the cbligations of their Offlbe, &nd
it mlgh‘t be interesting for Jou to Imow, in nassing,
that the 1life of I:r. Neid has heen threatened on &

. number of occasions, and Inmubcﬁov Hovkinsop nas
shot atv Twice. =~ 48 Tegaras any clain Tor damas
cjient Thinks e has, that does nov intureutfﬂr. Neid
in any way whaiso ovc;..

“Lverﬁ facility, bowever, hail beanr offered fox lle
discharge of Thie cargo. kov only tnat, hut arrane-
ments lLave beecu sugrested four Uile reloadinmy of the ship
with lumber.

i )
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When Cuxdit Siash is vrought ocsunore for Thie purs—
rose of tie eugulry, rcu Wwili Dbe i%ven ample riguy e
interview him as well &g any otviner Ildndus Tor wicu
you are acting.
Yours truly,
"ogd. Powser, INeid O Vellbridge

T would -

=
O
-

Bowser, Reid " Jallbriage's reply €0 ir. Zird's coumunicati

., and passengers

"WWe have a letter fron Dmldi S . &
Secrevtary of Tthe "iomorate ileru"™, addressed to 1
IQM1grat10n agent a*‘”@huouve¢, 7aicli letter has bveen
placed in our hands for revliy. Wwe Believe it came
through you and viiayv you are familiasr with &ts contentse
Dealing witl: The svatewenls contained, we wish to correct
grror therein. MTne 8¢ ical examingtion referred to in
the first paragraph is LOU complete and it is ingunbent
as you know, for the examinetion to be compnlete and for

¢
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ither nossed ¢

"the men on board the vessel o be ¢©

rejected, that is vo say that the Imalg pation officers

are res 30&51ble for all tie pascaugers on tae sidp, &ac

thege passengers are in theix Cul for the tiue being.
aph, the TIunigration

In connection with the next peray
officers are only doing Tueilr dhty‘Wﬁeﬂ tliey remsin on
board the vessel. Ve are sure that you would be 10
party to the threat conu vined in thie second para@ragg of
this letter and vuz ox perusal of the parsygrach 1in
question, you will irferm TLcSe wio are LLEi:HCuLﬂg
you, of the geriousness of the pogition They taie.
This statement also refers to thie tnird paragraphe.
Yours truly,
S84 - Bowser, Reid . wallbridge,
per HeLe.meid,™

»

L 28

It night also interest you to ‘mow {the counltents of

a cable privetely s to me by Iire Co Garainer J0OIMEOL,

Agent for the ITomogala lisru, &s follows:-

"Hobe June 3rd, Fomogata coal

payment collect
remit by wire 8000 yen cosal sold o©

2 L.
i J..LOU-"

Yeour cbecient servant,




