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Vancouver, April 15th 1909.

oir

I ar. in receipt of your let' er of the 8th inst. and in
reply beg to cubdbmit the llorine ;-

The present situs*ion smone the Bindus in Vancouver
end the adjacent districts, has much improved sinece YMr. Tar-
kin's last vicit here.,

TeJan Singh hes *azen the mencecercnt of Hindoo ef“airs
In his own hands ond laid acide h's originel intention of study
in Few York. Affairs ec monaeed by him £nd his cormi‘tee of
17 have so fer improved the nitustion, thet st the present time
theroc are very few Hindus, sbout 57 ard no Sikhs out of —orx.
“he improvement has becn accelerated with the opening of and
the fTall working of local lumber mills. Besidce +his, the C,P,
R. are cmploying no less then 229 ren clearine lend in their
locgél subu-~ban holding, c:¢1ll Shaughnesscy Heiehts,

"he seacon is opening for the fermers, who engare nuit-
a larce number o7 thace men for work on their farms +i1l the
close of the year.

I cerrot cive you an dea as to ‘“he situation among thie
comrmunity heyond "estminster, 2c T heve not heen in-touch with
nor out in the districts, but T have met ceveral Tast Indienc who
have come in from Golden, Grand Torkes, Zemloops and pther mints
who <tafte tha* the;y have exjeriernced a severe winter end vor:-
hac been scaree. | ' |

The rush to U.S. points has practics:lly subsided, but
there arc now ard apain a few applicants at the U,S.Immigratioh
O0"fice for permits to cross the border,

"t hee been rumomred ¢rong *the Hindus that the ¢,P.R.
will encage & large numbor of them for w rk on the line between
here and Foeld, but up to t c rresen’ I have not seen any chip-
m~ant from herc, nor on enquiry cesn 7 find any bLiace for ithis
assertion.

I em enclosirne ¢ cuttine from the Maily Province of an
adver “isorent inserted by Tejes Sineh, ar President an” Vrnreine
Dir ctor of *the Caru Nsnek linine snd Trust Co,.Ltd., "hich ex-
pleing itself,. - -

Thic Compiny was incorporated on the 27°rd of Nov, 1908
with a capital &8f $50,000.00 at 31. 0 per shrre. The only invest
~meht up to the present, *that hss heen rade by this Company, is
the purchs ce of 172 scres of 1lend in North Vancouvery near "oint
Atkinson for the -stim of {25,000 of wieh $1,500 was peid on '
purchase, znd the remeinder on terms extend ine over & long perio
The next instellment ‘s due within 15 deys. This land deal wes
put throueh by Tela Singh, with the ases’stance of a Dr. “nrpp
of Fpworth, Yo has associated himcolf with this Comr-unity for
several monthe past, ™ yond the local invcetment T hrve heer un-
eble to find any other rpeculation. The sharee are “einec so01ld
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among the community, but to what extent they have been boueht
I an unsble %o sts*e. The “ricct of +he Local Temple, 8 man

remed Brlwant Singh, hts rone on & tour in tte United Ctptes

with the exnress purpose of scll ing the stoek of *“tis Compeny
among his countryment.tlere.

. In. proceeds of tre sale of stoe%x, ne Pfar as T am
able to ascertein, &re to he utilized in loesl speculations.
It ‘g 8also steted thsat they hold come mining interests in the
ctate of Ceglifornis.

&

Th next investment ir lsnd is to be the purch:se of
8 couple of lots in Viectoria, for the purpcese of erceting &
Temple in th: t City,

, At 817 meetinegs in the loesd Temple it has heen
emhfasized to both Sikhe ani “indus, that the best protee+ion
azeinst deportation ‘¢ the purchage of rosl e state,

Trhe plans laid reeardine the 179 acraes, is thet the

- land be subdivided into rreld holdings for *he establ ishment

of an Fast Indi=en Colohy, as it ‘g the purrose of these people
to bring out their femilics in the nrer future. ‘thout the

end of this year 3,0, will see a leree number of these men
return to 'ndie, with te objset of b inging out +heir gamilieq
to settle here, ' .

It ia & difficult metter to prove a cnarge of vacrancy
ageinet any of this Community inasmueh se TejJa Sineh is alweys
ready to come forward w'th funds to robut +ho charge.

£t t presest tiie both 3ikhs sna Hindus arec united
under TejJa flngh, but ratters will come +o & climax when the
shareholders of the inire & rust CO0e £°nd no dividends peig
on their inv'stments. '

A full report of the lato proeeedines resardine the
dondurcs proposition nes Yesn sont +o India for publication in
the newspapers in the Province of ‘unjeb, arl to At emtont
matters mey heve been exoreerated, it is difficult to ctete.,

"herc have heen seversl differencos amone theo men noTrk §
ing in the locsl Lumber Z1lle, which have arisen out of s system
0° graft among themselves, and vhiich hes resulted in discharges.

As Fest TIndien immicraticn 4o *} ic country hes been
practicelly stopped, ! heve it on g0 0d suthority that the next
batch *hat core out will do so s U, 85.A, pointe, |

| !

The nbove is the precent situation from what T have
been able to gather Toe<11y, s 71 have nct heon cut to any other

TeJe Singh has planted himcelf firmly here, ani it
18 hard to ~ay when he may leave here.
efe .
Yonrs obrdient servant,

(cgd) W, C. Hopkincon,
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Deputy Minieter of the 'nterior,
o Ottawa, Cen: day¢
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