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. QOPY: VTCRROY INDIA 70 GOVERNOR GELTRAL,OTTAVA.

CABLE:

Calcutta,

PRIVATE:
il January <oth, 1908.

=]

In enswer to your teiegram of 13th January
I;have sent following for communication to -
7ou through the COlonial Office begins:

"Your telegram of 19th liovember. Proposed

sdoption of passport system to control emigration

to Canada.

- We recognize peculiar difficulties of
Canadian Government and appreciate the conciliatory
ettitude with which it has eapproached this
difficult question, but after very careful
consideration regret we are unable to agree to
any pr0posa1hf0r placing in India restrictions
such as are suggested on emigration of free Indians

“or to suggest any further action on g;g'part to
check 1iT.
‘ Any such measure would be 0pp§séd to
our accepted policy and 1is not permissible under
Inaian Emigration Act 21 of 1883 and ény action
in the direction of taking general powers of |
restriction by legislation will be the subjec?
 of severe criticisnm.
In present state of public feeling in
India we consider that legislation of this kind
particularly inadviseble.

We must leave it to Canadian Government

to take such measures as may be necessary to

restrein immigration into its territories.




Should that'Govérnmont think fit to legislate

so as to require certein qualifications such as
physical fitness to be determined by lledilcal

- examination on landing and possession of certain
smouht of money, we will make every endeavour to

i

make such Legislation widely knovm but we trust

will he made ageinst

that no express discrimination
British Indiens. '

A letter also has been reccived from
Governor General of Canada containing proposel for
establishment of examining oftice in Indie for the
purpose of prohibiting emigration of those who
are physically unfit and are not properly equipped
and financed.

sSuggestion is open to same objection
as passport system and accordingly we are unable

to accept 1°t.

We have taken'stepﬁ to warn intending
emigranfs thaet their landing in Caneda is likely to
arouse strong popular feeling.

We have aiao piven wide publicity to
intinmidation recently received from Cenadian
Covernment to the effect that Colonial Governments
wave ordered that during continuance of present
conditions of the Canadian labour market immigrénts
will be prohibted from 1anding unless they come
from country of birth or citizenship by continuous
journey and on through tickets purchased before
sailing.

Please communicate onr answer to

Canadian Government trough the Colonial Office.

ends.

VICEROY.




