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Vancouver, E.C. July 3, 1914.

Dear Sir:-

For some time past complaints have been received
at this 0{fice through Hindu residents here, that their

friends on board the Komagata Maru were suffering ill-usage
at the hends of Curdit 3ingh. Further, that sums of money,

ranging from two pounds to twenty pounds or more had been

deposited with Curdit S5ingh by their friends for safe custody,
and that owing to the non-gupply of sufficient rations to
gsustain life on board, these men were compelled to purchase
provisions from shore with whatever little money they had on
their persons. This little supply being exhausted, They

have repeatedly made demands on Gurdit Singh for a return if
not of the whole of at least & part of their deposits. This
demand has in every instance been met with a refusidl and =2
gtatement to the effect that the money would be returned on
their landing a2t Vancouver.

You are perfectly well aware of the faect thatl

independent of the rations supplied by the Hindus on shore
tp the passengers on the Xomagata Maru, the passengers them-

selvee have taken every opportunity of securing provisions

by means of hending over money to owr officers who purchase
the same for them in the city. Also that friénds ashore of those

on board have sent vast quantities individually to those
on board and we have taken every opportunity to facilitate

thig arrengement by transmitting whatever they drought to
this office in the shape of food.

You have been courteous enough to permit some
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Hindus from pointe outeide of Vancouver to speak to

their friends on boerd the Komegata Maru from our leaunch.
This morning we had &n application from four Hindue,

three from Nensimo, complaining that their friends had
written to them stating that they were in dire circumstances
end in need of food, and that CGurdit Cingh, with whom they
had moneye on deposit, refused to refund them the amounte

to their credit and thus enable them to purchase food in-
dependent of the ship's supply. ¥We have not conducted

gny policy of obstruction heretofore, and to facilitate and
not cause any inconvenience to any individual on the boat an
arrangement was mede to permit these four men to board the
Immigration launch snd lie alongside the ship for & few
minutes and permit of 2 conversation between interested
ﬁartiea. Asgistant Interpreter Cwyther proceeded on board
our lasunch, tsking with him these four men. On arrival

at the ship's side pretty near every sailu' on board hung
over the railings of the ship, which obstructed any con=-
versation whutsoever, in view of the noise made by them in
conversing with each other in loud tones. ¥Five Hindus,
friends of those on our launch, came down the gengway to
talk with those on our boat. Shortly after these men had
put foot on our boat Gurdit Singh and hie Secretary instruc-
ted the passengers to pull up the gangway, thus leaving the
five men on our bost. Mr. Gwyther remonstrated but his
objections were of no evail. On his return to shore the
matter was reported to me end I proceeded on board and
talked over the situation with Gurdit Singh. Gurdit Singh
informed me that these five men were in a conspiracy with
the Immipgration Department, and that the passengers had
teken it on themselves to raise the gangway and would not
permit the teturn of these men on board. From my own
observation of the situation I understood that the whole
affeir ic a plot on the part of Gurdit Singh and Deljit
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Singh, who have incited the passengers to this action more

with & view of causing inconvenience to the Depertment and

also to the passengers on our boate I could not induce
them to see the matter in its proper light and the
situation remains &g it was at the time Mr. Gwyther re-
turned with the boat.

I had not been on board since last Sundey when
I did not meke any particulaer inspecetion, but 8odsy had
an opportunity of looking around and find that it ies 1in &
most filthy condition, end if the Charterers do not take
measures to remove the debris and refuse there is a
probability of some kind of epidemic breaking out on this
ship. The men themselves are excited and brought to
this piteh by Gurdit Singh and his Secretaries, who wish
to offeet their demands for the return of money by &n

agitetion against this Deperiment.

Yours truly,

(Signed) Wm. C. Hopkinson.

Melcolm R. J. Reid, Esq.,
Dominion Immigraetion Agent snd Inspector,

Vancouver, B. C.
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CORVERSATION BETWEEN MR. REID AND CAPTAIN YAMAMOTA.
July 4th 1914,

MR. REID: We missed you lest night.
YAMAMOTA ; Yes, I stayed on shore last night, &8s I missed
the boat.
Mt REID: Yesterday about noon three Hindus ceme over from
Nenaimo in order to find out how some of their friends were
progressing on board the s. s. KOMAGATA MARU. In
view of the faet that they had come from & long
distence and were known to our officers, they were
taken out on our boat in order to talk from the
launch to to the deck to their five friemds. They
were unable to talk, s the passengers made such a
noise yelling and singing, so, unfortunataly? our
interpreter allowed the five men to come on the lsunch
to finish the conversation, s he wss present to
hear whet trenspired. Immedizately the men got on
the launch, the gangway was hauled up, and were forced
to keep the men. Last night we waited for you s being
the Captain of the ship and having power, dut as you
stete, you missed the boat, we went out without you
and spoke to your officer in charge requesting him to
lower the gangway and take these men back on the ship.
He was either unable, or refused to lower the geng-
wéy to take these men up, although he was successful
in placing & rope ladder for the steward to go on
board.
These five men must be taken on boat this morning.
I em poing to @ask you to go on with us now, and those
five men muet go on board the ship.
1 went out lest night with the men, &s well as Mr
Howard. We stayed by the bip boat and put them in the
little boat and went with the Japanese steward of the
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ship and told them they must let tThe men oOn board.

The Chief Officer endeavored to lower tie gangplenk
but wee not permitted to do so. The Hindus would not
permit the gangwaey to be lowered end said they would
kill those men, or any of our officers who ceme on

boarad.
The Captein is responsible. The men &are passengers
on his ship and must go on board.
Explain this to him, Mr. Yoshi. |

YOSHI: You told him, Mr., Reid, and he understands. He
says he did his best to pascify the Hindus on
boerd but they are very excited end his men end himself
could not take the five Hindus on the boat Just now.
He says he could not teke these men on bosrd but he
mey be able bo some time after today, but in the mean-
time he says hbs men are only & few end they cannot
resist 2ll the Hindus there.

MR, REIL: Does the Captein admit he could not control his own
ship¥

YOSHI: He sesys so far he could not control it. He says he has
talked with Gurdit Singh. Gurdit Singh says when MNr.
Bird wanted to come to the boat to get his signature,
the authorities refused it snd this time the authorities
gllowed the five men to pgo in their boat.

ME. REID: Gurdit Singh had the seme privileges accorded him
to interview his lawyer and in view of the fact
that these men were starving and Gurdit Singh had their
money, that was the reason of their interview.

YOSHI: The Captain knows 8ll about it. He s&ys you are
treating the Hindus all right, end he explained to
Gurdit Singh &ll about it, but he was go obstinate.

MR, REID: Ie the Captain aware that Gurdit Singh is not the
Charterer, and has nothing to do with the ship now ¢

YOSHI: He knows &ll about it, but he tried his best to psacify
Gurdit Sinph but Curdit Singh has no common sense.
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MR. REID: Does the Captein edmit thet when the time comes -~ &8
it will within a few daye - thet he cennot control
his ship?

YOSHI: He seays he telked with Gurdit Singh if your authorities
refuse their entry and give notification 2lso to the
Captein, and he went to go back to Japen, Gurdit Singh
told him if he was notified bpout rejection or refused
the landing by your authorities, he is going back to the
Fer Easv.

MR. REIT: Then he cannot state definitely that he is out of
control of his ship?

YOSHI: He confided in strict confidence, he thinks the
Hindus are going back, because they are packing their
articles to go back. He thinks the Hindus will not
stay. He is sure, from his own experience, the Hindus
are going back. He wanted to keep that secret- They
are trying to find a cargo to take. He will have to
pay more charter money if he stays until August-. He
has not peid 4,000.00 on the coal money.

MR. REID: Those five men have to go back on board the ship.
We will go with him to the Japanese Consul and the
Chief of Police. lLet him tell the Chief of Pilice he
must have help. We order them back; he is responsible
for his ship. The police will go out:; he must muster
his crew and put the men on by force.

R. HOPKINSON: (To Yoshi) We will let you go on bosrd the
Komageta Maru and explain this to Gurdit Singh. He is
not the charterer any more. The second thing is that
Curdit Singh has no commend on that boate The commander
of the hoat is the Captain. When the Captain says the
gangway ie to be put down, anylody who interferes is
obstructing the comménder; and tell Gurdit Singh he is
dong wrong, and that the Captein is poing to consult
the Chief of Police and the Jepanese Consul, independent
of the I mlgration Department; that this is not & matter

N
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for the Immigration Depertment; that he will take
ection himself.

YOSHI: They are very excited just now. He s2ys CGurdit Singh
hes no common sense at all, snd sometimes looks like he
is out of his mind & little bit+ The Ceptain says if
he is given time, say a day, he may be able to arrsnge
it.

MR. HOPKINCON: Explain to Gurdit Singh thoroughly that this is
g matter between the Captain of the Komagata Maru
and these men on board, and they are refusing to do
something which the Captain has & right to do. We do
not recognize Gurdit Singh ia any wy.

Supposéng he was now lying in the Port of Viectoris,
without any Hindus on board, but some pessengers &and
those pessengers refused to permit his cerew to lower the

gengway, what right has he got to compel that gangway
to be put down, under his own Marine Law?

YOSHI: He says when he is on duty he can control. He can go
to the police.

MR, HOPKINEON: Thie ie & aimilaer position, and when he finds Gurdit
Singh will not do what he a&sks him to do, it ies up to
him to consult the Japanese Consul, the Chief of Police
and the Agents of the ehip, andé in conjunction with
these men to take what action he thinks necessary to
compel them to lower that gangway.

YOSHI: He saye that is the final step. But he wents the time
to talk with Gurdit Singh and arrange it.

MR, REID: £So long &8 he will let us know whether the thing is
going to be done or not.

ME. HOPKINSON: We will give him until Monday morning. When
they are in & port and can do this, what are they likely
Yo do on the high seas. What guarantee have we that
they will not beach your ship, sey on the West cosst

of Vancouver Island.
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YOSHI: He seye in cese Gurdit Singh tried to compel him To
some place on our coeetl, there might be international
trouble and the boat belongs to Japan, and he will, he
says do his best to po straight home. He believes that
thet will not happen.

MR. REID: Whet about the situation today, snd his practical
admission that he is powerlesg --

YOSHI: He gays thet is quite different- When he hears from
the guthorities that they are not allowed to land -

He seys there is & rumor that the Hindus outside tried
to stegl - He keeps five men on watch a8t night and
sometimes he did watch himself, and the sauthorities
would now allow men even within distance of telking.

MR. REID: We are not going to allow &ny provisions on board,
or any interviews to take place, because they have
threatened our men. As long as the people are in that
mood we cannot continue to hold the Boards of Enquiry.
By Gurdit Singh's sction everything has ceased, and we
cénnot do anything else. We would have this trouble
every time we took & man off thet ship. We have no
guarentee that they would not refuse to &llow the
Captein on his own vessel.

YOSHI: He knows that this situation is between himself and
the pessengere on hie boat. He understands that-

MR. REID: He cen hawe until Mondey and then let me know. If in
the meantime Gurdit Singh is willing to allow the gange
wey to be let down, 211 he has to do is to signal the

boet and those men will go on board.
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REPORT OF YOSHI -~ JAPANESE INTERPRETER.

el E_ T N _ N i W I

I went up town with the Capgein, Yamamota. He wes
going to see the Japanese Consul and Mre+ Gardner Johnson. I
wanted to know what he wes going to talk to the Japanese Consul.
He s2id he did not see Mr. Hori that time. He said Mr. Hori
weés no use to him, and ealso I asked if he was going to see
Mr. Gardner Johnson, a&nd he s8id he did not want to see Mr. Johmnson
Nnow .

I invited him to take & drink with me in & Chinese
restaurants I suggested to po around over Cembie Street, but
he refused to po to a Chinese restaurant. He expleinedhe was
going to see a Hindu man and went streaight down Hastings Street.
He went around Pender Street and then earound into Msin St. He
said he was poing to take notes from that man (presumebly Rahim)
to Gurdit Singh. He said when he ecame ‘here the mean &sked him
to take note down to Gurdit Singh.

I asked him gbout Gurdit Singh and told him €11 about
newspéper talk that Gurdit Singh lose influence over people on
Komageta Maru. He s&id this is not true as Gurdit Singh keeps
8trict influence upon peéssengers. Whet he wents them to do,
he Jjust says the word+ He thinks Gurdit Singh and the passengers
will return after the decision is given at Victorie, dbut Gurdit
Singh sgid they wented to give the suthorities as much trouble
a8 they could givee Also he s&ys he does not care; they will
turn back to Indie or any plece; but he took the men from the Far
East to show them this country end they will return &and start an
agitation in Indis. His object was to show them that they would
not be efmitted so they could start an agitation in Indie.

The Captain says some organizstion, the Church or some-
one i# backing Gurdit Singh &né his passengers, snd if passengers
peid some pagsage money to Gurdit Singh - he said everyone paid
#20; Jjust for the charter (passage?) money. They elso, if there

is any chence want to get on shore if allowed &nd then get money
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here, and with thet money try and stert sgitation in Indis. I
Tthink naturally the Captain sympathizes with the passengers.
MR. HOPREINSON: 7You ask the Captain. Did he go to Kobe
with Gurdit Singh and did they have & dinner at the biggest
hotel to which were invited Seto, and glso Japanese gentlemen and
speeches were made by Japanese men to the effect that they
would help Gurdit Singh &8 much &5 possible to land these men
here: end also that they were gled to see the Hindus hed tsken
the assistence of the Japanese nation by chertering one of
their boats to make en enterprise of this kind. This is &1l
what transpired in the meeting that took plase at that Hotel.
One of the Japanese geid that he wes closely connected with
the Prime Minister of Japan, and not to fear eny kind of trouble
in this matter, beceuse they would get the backing of the
Japanese Government .
Also there wae & newspaper men at this meeting and
he Told Gurdit Singh to carry on this enterprise; &and slso
that he was glad to note that three countries would be united

énd become one power and control a situation of this kind.

YOSHI: I asked if he knew about this trouble when he left
Jepan. He s&id he knew in Hong XKong there was trouble of some
Eind. He knew before he left Japan there was some trouble in

connection with the boat coming.

e ———— — D — N e ——— — i — — -
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STATEMENT OF YOSHI - JAPANESE INTERPRETER.

On Saturdey afternoon I went into & Chinese restaurant.
Mr. Hori and the Japanese Ceptein were talking ebout the troubles
of the KOMAGATA MARU. The Captain told Mre. Hori that the five
Hindus on the Immigration launch were no fault of his. That the
Immigration officer allowed them to come down and that it was the
Immigration officer's feult- After that Mre Hori said if the
Immigration authorities send some armed men to force something, then
Mre Hori would report tﬁ'tha Govermment to get instructions and
may be protest beceuse the boat belonged to Japan.

The Captain conferred with the Japanese Consul, if
he would admit he could not control the pessengere on the
Komagate Maru or not+ That ie, would it be better to admit
he could not control or not. If the time céme, the Consul
seid it would be better to admit.

They noticed me than and after & vhile invited me to

_'li/aka lunch with them, but I went on in the same Dbox.

I asked the Carptain if he went to & certein Hindu on :

Saturday morning and he se&id he did. = The Charterer who hés an
office in Chinstown. I said "what for?" and he seid: "To

fﬁhet some note to Gurdit Singh from him. I just suggested to
'the Captain, better not do anything to agitate trouble, and

also I suggested do not give suspicion to anybody to start e
tfoublo- He s2id he got note just to pacify the people on
thg Komegate Meru and he promised he would bring down note
before he took it to Gurdit Singh.

The Captain end Consul were pretty mad &t me and

“eriticized my action and said I was working for the Immigration
ﬁl Office as & 8py. Afterwerds Mr. Hori apologized and retracted

g'hia gtatement.

. Jith reference to the dinner given in Kobe, I asked
tha Captain if he went to Xobe with Gurdit Singh to be enter-
teined by some Japanese people at Kobe; the Cantain seid he
did not po with him but Sato went with him. Thaet wes when he






INTERVIEW BETWEEN MR. C.GARDNER JOHNSON, MR. REID and CAPT/IN
YTAMAMOTA .
MR, C. GARDNER JOHNSON: The Captain seys he did not sllow the men
to go into the Immigration leunch. That he would not
heve sllowed it under any circumstences. He says 1f

he haed been on the boat he would not have 2llowed it.

M. REID: He wee not on the boat.

MR. JOHNSON: We will po and see the Consul. The Captein s&ys
if the Police ro on they will start a fight.

MR. BEIL: OCsn the Captein muster his 39 men and hold the
passengers basck while we put the five men on?

MR. JOHNSON: He does not think he has broken any law.

MR. REID: It is the Captain of the ship who is responsible
for the sctions of the passengers. Ouradvice from
our Solicitors is to put the five men on board if neces-
sary by rorog.

M2. JOHNSON: The Captein seys he has no feer when the cherter
is out.

MR. EBID: If we order these men deported does he propose to ailow
these men to lie in the harbour until the charter is upjg

MR. JOHNR:ON: The Ceptain is the servant of the charterer.

M2. REIT: We do not recognize &ny charterer* This man who signs

himself as charterer, ic not the charterer.

MR. JOHN:SQON: I thought he wae one of the charterers.

MR. HOPKIN: ON: Did you inform the Ceptain that the charter has
been transferred?”

MR. JOHNCON: Gurdit Singh e&ssipgned &n interest. Gurdit Singh and
Rshim and another ere the three charterers.

MR, REIV: I have difficulty in preventing people in town from
getting tugs and towing the ship out.

MBE. JOHNEON: I would ask you to aweit the decision. They think
word may come to allow them to come &shore.

MR. REID: We will wait until this afternoon- If the Captain
refuses then, the Captein is out of control of the ship

and some one else will have to teake control.

e ——— . ———



July 6th., 1914.

J., Bdward Dird, Esq.,
¢/o Messrs. MacNeill, Bird, Macdonald & Darling,

Barristers, etc.,
Metropoliten Pullding,
C I T X,

Dear Sir:- re"XOMAGATA MARU™

Your letters of the 3rd. and 6th. inst. at hand and

contents noted.

Neither Gurdit Singh nor any of his friends have any
right to violate the law by refusing to allow certain passengers

to return to the ship because the Immigration Officers have
been good natured enough to allow them Vo gtep on a Tug

for the purpose of conversing with their friends. His action

in this matter entirely justifies any seemingly drastic

measures which have been forced upon the Immigration authorities
As to the right To detail unlanded passengers on board the

Ship, we refer you to the provisions of the "Immigration

Act" and especinlly sections 25, 33, 44, 52, ete.

We would"respectfully urge"” that if your clients expect
anything but the most rigorous treatment they must not attempt
to ecarry things with 2 high hand as Gurdit Singh appears to
heve attemited to do in connection with the five

Hindus now on the Government launch.

Yours truly,
BOWSER, REID & WALLBRIDGE,

RIR/GMD. per

3

f{ "
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(Copy)
VANCOUVER, B.C. 6th. July, 1914.

R.L. Roeld, EB8q., K.C,.,

Canada Iife Bulilding,

Vancouver.
Dear Sir:- Re "IEOMAGATA MARU",
I am instructed this morning by the legal and Frovision

Committee appointed by the Sikhs and Hindus in Vancouver to com-

municate with you to the following purport.

The Committee met in congultation over the situation
yesterday, and they desire me to send notices to the Inmnmigration
Department and to others concerned, making formal protest agﬁimﬂ:
the furthor detention of their ship by the Immigration O0fficers.
The Charterer desires the ship ecleared of the Hindus on board if
the order of the Court of Appeal is for their deportation, and _‘bhey
want their ship at once for loading. The charterers are in no
way responsible to these passengers for return trip to the
Orient, and do not propose to take anybody on board unlese he
pays hig passage, and, so far ag it lawfully lies in their
hands to assist you, will do so, but you will understand that
they feel They are legally under no obligation whatever to carry
any of the intending immigrants on board the "Komagate Maru"
back to the ports from which they sailed.

The Committee slso desire to say that they have nothing
whatever to do with any achion of Mr. Curdit Singh or the other
passengers on board the ship in regard to the raising of the
gang plank. Mr. Curdit Singh has sought advice from his solicitor
in regard to the position and in regard to various threats that
have been conveyed to him, bhithe Legal and Irovision Committee
have nothing whatever to do with this.

I am adviged by the Charterers that th
ition to get a full cargo, providing the ship will be allow
load forthwith, and providing that they sail for Asiatic por‘bn
on or before the 20th. or 25th. of this month. Any attempt €
delay their ta on cargo may indefinitely delay the 1oav1ng
of thia ghip for the Orient, and any turthor delay caused under
the e¢ircumstances +1ll be the subjeet of an aoticm {0 recover
any damage that may be sustained.

Yours very truly,
"J. EDWARD BIRD."

are in a
to
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)Copy)
VARCOUVER, B.C. July 6th., 1914.

:: “ L- :ﬁ::":ID . E::;;n: . :, .{‘. .
Cansda Iife Mullding,

Vancouver.

Dm ;111‘:'
Re "KOMAGATA MARU"

on behalf of Gurdit singh, and on his behalf only, I

respectfully urge = reply at once to my letter written to you

I am in receipt of a letter Irom him this ngrn:lng
and

on “riday.
which wonld indicate that he nes not received my snawer,
that, epperently the Tmmigration Department are holding up
commnications between him and myself. With this I know you
will not concur.

T feel that an article that appears in this morning's

vgun" is inspired from the Tmmigration Derartment, Vancouver,

umafthapm“nummthiaartmummmnu‘m

gt the Poards of "mnquiry.

It a;pears to me that the situation is oxtremely
gerious, Gurdit Singh is not afforded any protection and sctually
elaims that Dmmigration OfTicers heve been conspiring in & mamner
that his 1life is at present in danger from the passengers on
board Ship. Now if in view of the faet thet no protection is
afforded him he tekes steps for his own protection by keeping
gongpirators off his ship, I do not see that anybody ocan complain
goneorning his sction, especinlly in view of the silence of
the Tmmipgration Department gince my letter of Friday last. |

Yours truly,
"y, EDWARD BIRD".




40 ¢

Messrs. C. Gardner Johngon & CO.,
Agents of the Owners of the "Komagata Maru",
op Leymour Street,

Vancouver.

Deay Sirs:-
I beg herewith to sorward you copy of letter I have

written to Mr. 2.L. Reid, EK.C. golicitor for the Immigration

Department, which shows the position of the charterers, Messra.

Bhag Singh and M. Rahimn.

You will understand t+hat the charterers have nothing

whatever to do with the alleged *troubles on board the "Xomogata

Maru", reported in the local papers.

We also desire, in case the Munshi Singh case, NOW

court of Appeal, 18 docided against Munshi Singh's

bvefore the
Hindus on board ship shall

sontention this morning, that the

be taken off immediately for deportation,
gible for keeping these mell on board,

ing them thereafier, A Committee of
d to go on board at eny time and do

not propose to be Trespon
-'er; provisioning or supply

tﬁo 1loecal Hindus is prepare
Gurdit Singh and the passengers on

n the understanding that
rights as chartierers.
are xept out of these

}'hoi.r utmost to persuade
’b*.rtl to lower the gangway, slways O

ﬂhw are not further deprived of thelr
ﬂw. will understand that so long as they

rights they respectfully refuse to interfere.

A7) Will you please pgive the captain the instructions

of the charterers contained in this letter.

Yours truly,
"J. EDWARD BIRD".

.N—';-\
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(Copy) .
VANCOUVER, B.C. July 6th., 1914.
T.A. Hori, Esq.,
Japanese Consul,
o7=-639 Pender 5t. Vest,
Vancouver.
Dear Sir:=-

I beg respectfully to hand youn copy of letter written
to C. Gardner Johnson & Co. agents of a gertain Japanese come
pany, the owners of the "Komagata leru", and a copy of a letter
written to R.L. Reid, X.C., solicitor for the Immigration
Department. These letters set forth eclearly the position of
the charterers.

You will understand that the charterers are not
party to any unlawful acts, if such are taking pl=ce on board
ship, of which the charterers have no knowledge, &s thoy have
not been allowed the liberty of exercising their charter rights.

The charterers have given formal notice to the Customs
0ffice, to the Immigratiom Department and to the agents of
the owners that the ship is not to be eleared without their
sanction or concurrence, If, therefore, you are in any way, as tl
re-presentative of your GCovermment, concermed in this

gituation, I would respectfully urge you to assist the charterers
to obtain possession of their boatl, unencumbered by the presence
of passengers who are unable to pay their return passage. The
present charterers have nothing whatever to do with the bringing
of the Hindus on board the "Komagata Maru" to Vancouver, and the
business end of the proposition undertaken by these men as
charterers is entirely distinet from their personal interest
ag members of the Hindu cormunity in Vancouver. They therefore
respectifully urge your assiptance in this matter, as they
desire to forthwith load eargo for Oriental parts.

Yours truly,

"J., EDWARD BIRD",
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(Copy)
VJ‘& IC OW }'IR » 13 . {: "
July 3rd., 1914.

If.iﬂ BOYE ::';OWHQI‘ " :{ﬂid {'E" .i:lrﬁ : lbr 1‘183 ’

Barristers,
Canada .ife Building,
Vancouver.

Deay 5irg:-

I am just in receipt of information Irom the EKomagata
Mary, by way of letter from Gurdit Singh, which I have acknow-
ledged to-day, It would appear Thatl Iir. curdit Singh is complain-
ing that the Immigration O0fficials who have taken cherge of The
ship are conspiring with certain of tThe disaffected pessengers
on board the Ship to give Ir. Gurdit Singh trouble, and he
frankly says that he is in danger oXf his life. A number of those
more particularly interested in what he slleges to be a conspiraey,
whieh is being diligently fostered by ceriain of the Tomigration
foieials. got on board the rolice boat to-day to consult with

‘gsome of the Nindus who are sssociated with the Immigration
Department, and whom the Hindus on shore deem are not friendly
fﬁﬁ the interests of the Hindus in general on board the Ship,

/a;ud Mr., Gurdit Singh, feelinng that he had a right to protection

"if"; of hig life and to rid himself of those who were conspiring to

F d§ him an injury, refused to allow them on board the ship. Under
*'l;ha circumgtences, I have adviged lr. Gurdit Singh that the

/ Criminal Iaw of this Province is open to him and he is entitled

. %o lay an information against those conspiring, including the
Immigration Officials; but we are not allowed on board The ship
to consult with him, nor is he allowed on shore to lay such in-
formation nor c¢leim the protection of the law. It is therefore
incumbent upon him to take such measures for his own protection
until he is given such measure of freedom and liberiy as will
enable him to lay the matter before the officers of the Crown
who have the burden of administering the criminal law of this
Province. I have offered to go on board and do what I can To
find out whether there is anything in the statements made by
Gurdit Singh, or any foundation for his fears, but I am not
permitted to do so.

Yours truly,
"J. EDWARD BIRD".
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( Cop ¥)

JULY Brd., 1914.

J. Edward Dirad, 5Bq.,

C/o MNessrs. Naclieill, Bird, Macdonald & Darling,
Barristers, etec.,
Metropolitan Building,
City.

Jear Sir:- re "KOMAGATA MARU '™,
“h*_____m-

fours of the 2nd. inst. at hand and contents noted.
The Immigration Officers have never made any objection

to the loadins of the ship and do not now. Whether it be possible

to obtain the C.r.PR. Detention Shed for the men on board ig a

matier on which I am not vel informed. I am mking enquiries
a8 1o whether this is possible a2nd will advise you later.

There should be no trouble in loading the vessel where she
lies in the gtream.

In the event of your Munsghi 3ingh application
not succeeding before the Court of ippeal, the question is not
what the Deperiment proposes to do, but, what your clients
purpose 1o do and we shall be glad to hear from you on this
point. If they insist wpon contimuing their endeavors to enter
Canada, the terms of the Act will have to be complied with in
the light of the decision of the Comrt of Appeal.

We should be glad to know what course your eclients
propose to take in case the decision of the Court of /ppeal
should be against your application and sghould hold the
Order-in-Council wvalid.

Tours truly,
RIR/CMD



T S B T ————— S — S:

(Copy)
VANCOUVER, B.C. July 2nd, 1914

R«L. Reld, Esq., K.C.
Messrs. Dowser, Reld & Wallbridge,
Canada Jife Bulilding,
Yancouver.

Dear Sir:- Re "KOMAGATA MARU".

I desire to approach now the matier of this Ship an
behal? of the Charterers. I am instructed to request that
there be no obstacle put in the way by your Depertment, of this
Ship proceeding at once to load cargo for return journey. If an
errangement could be made thet the C.I.R. Detention Shed could be
secured temporarily for these men during the time the ship 1is
loading, it might be 2 matter ot convenience to the Immigration
Department to deal with the men in this way. It will tale some
time to get instructions from the Department, at Ottawa,
and I would therefore ask you to please advise me &s to what,

in the event of the Junshi 5ingh application not suceceding before
the Court of Appeal, the Department proposes to do. I agsume The
Depariment is going to proceed at once with the Iurther Doards

of Enquiry. I shall be glad to have notice of any of The hear-
ings and be represented there.

Tours truly,

"J. EDWARD BIRD".



