HOUSE OF COMMONS

CANADA

Leader of the Opposition

Ottews, Ont. December 4th. 1lYZz.

My dear Harry:
I heve just received your letter of the <7th.

instant.
First of 811, I csn hsve & copy made of Mr.

Sastri's submission to the Prime Minister on the British
Indisn question, and will enclose it with this reyply.

I remember quite well the matter you discussed
when you were down herc and cover now in this letter of
yours. 1 did not know thst thet was what you referred to
in your first letter. 1 would be surprised if you are
correct that the Convention Committee is opposed To 8 Con-
vention., They simply deciéed that there should not be one
between last Session snd this Session, and having so decided,
they hsve, of course, no csuse to meet in the meantime. I
have celled them together (feeling Jjustified in doing so
owing to the death of the Chairman, lMr. Stewert) for the
first week of the gpproesching Session and have asked them to
go ageain carefully into the matter of holding the convention

this coming summer. A successor to Mr. Stewart must, of

course, be first chosen.
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The Committee so far hss power only 1in
respect to the convention end mstters appertsining

thereto, but can be given power for further mstters

in organizstion if the Party thinks fit,- this, of
course, all pending the convention, To have snother
Committee sppointed with hesdquerters here would not
be a8 difficult matter but its suthority might be ques-

tioned as there would be no way of msking the selection

save by myself. You would have & lot of difficulty

though, getting it together from ﬂr@? end® of the
Lominion unless you hed an immediete, definite and big

purpose and them you would have difficulty.

The Provincisl Conservstive Party of
Onterio is functioning in consonance with our Federsl
Orgenization in that province excellently. You will
elways hear complaints but you need not worry on thsat
score. I know what I am talking sbout in that regsrd

end em in touch with the situstion daily.

I took up the matter of holding conventions
in the West wnile on my last trip. You would, of cowrse,
find meny in Regina who wanted it, but I took the psins
to get all the leading men there together on two different

occasions and thoroughly reviewed the whole matter. The

opinion generally was sgsinst it, and I mey add, chiasfly
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by those who would have +he whole responsibility of
8 ttending to the finances if 11 were called, They

wsnt 8 Convention but think it is To0 SO0O0N yet, The ssame

is true of Alberts. As to British Columbia, I would Dbe
glad to heve &ny specific suggestion as 10 how we could
improve co-ordinstion or help from tise federal sources.
I think it could be done a&s time goes on, but 1 do not
think thsi any very definite, immedistve advence c¢&n oDe
nsde. 1 have been expecting to hesr from Mr. DBOwWSer in
regard to 8 discussion we had on the trsin coming from
Vencouver last August, end probably he will be writing
me shortly.

We are just through the Lenerk by-election

snd have had & hard, strenuous fight. The Governmend

hed s men a8t every gate-post eand @ woman 1n every kKitcheng

Government motor csrs, paid singers, peid everything. It

will be of resl vaelue to us tO win that election &nd thst

is what we have been centering on lately.

Give them a1l the help you cen provincially
ir British Columbis but hold to your sest in Centre Van-
couver., A good front and s strong battle this comning

Session would meke orgenizsestion & good desl essier during

next sumrer.,
Yours very truly,

>

"

He Stevens, M.P.,

Vencouver, B.C. ﬁ“‘;ﬂﬁ—#



