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Vancouver, B.C., July 20,:1914.

Dear Mr. Reid:

I heve to report for your information
thet I took on board the "Komegsta Meru" this morning
ot about 10:056 a telegram adéressed to The pessengers
of this boet. On going up the gangwey I Wwas met by

quite & few of the psssengers &nd in inguiring for
the Secretsry or one of the Committee, the Secretary
Del jit Singh put in an appearance snd to him I handed
the telegram. He opened the same, read the contents,
but @id not communicate vhat was conveyed.

After reading the wire he wished to know if tThe

Govermment intended sending any provisions on board, end
I replied thet it wes not the intentien of the Government®
to send any provisions on board till such ti;ia gégs the
Hindue decided to obey the law. I further went into
detail ae to the intention of the mission of Saturday
night, and pointed out thet the boat hed $6,000.00
worth of provisions reasdy to put on board. After &
great deal of discussion, and on meking & particular
demsnd for some reasonable proposition, Del Jit Singh
informed me a8 follows: Thet the pessengers would
permit the getting up of steam and leaving of this
herbor on the following conditions:

1. That the provisions be put om board.

2., That the two charterers, Bheg Singh, snd R&him
be brought slongside the ship so thet they could talk
to them & nd receive their permiesion to leave.

%, If the two 2¢bove wnditions were satisfactorily

arrenged steam would be permitted to be got up.
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I replied that under no circumetances could
we possibly acquiesce to €11 three demends, but in The
alternative proposed the following:

() Thet Cavntain Yamamoto be permitted to issue
orders to his erew to get up steam.

(b) Thet within four or five hours after they head
started getting up» steam we would come alongside with
a scow loaded with provisions for the voyage and elso
Rahim and the Secretsry of the Sikh Temple; +that they
could hold & conference with these two men and if They
decided to move out snd gave us an sessurance in writing
that they would do so, we would then load the provisions;
that when the provisions were loaded the ship would
immediately stert on her voyage to Hong Kong, &8 The
Ceptein was already in possession of his clearance
pPapers .

Thie proposition was absolutely rejected
and Del jit Singh, together with quite @ few of his
countrymen around him stated that unless and until sueh
time 28 the provisions were first put on board, they
would not permit the anchor to be raised or stesm to be
got vwp or the ship to leave the harbor, under eny cir-
cums tences, and they would perish by hunger.

I asked for some assurance or guarentee that if
we complied with their request they would carry out
their proposition, but received no assursnce and no
guarantee that they would do so. I further went into
the matter of expleining the guarantee question - thst
the Government had no agsurance that if the provisions

were pul on board they would move out, inasmuch as by



by putting the provisions on board they would then
heve themselves fully equipped with water and supplies
for ¢ period of one month snd they could lie in that
herbor for that length of time without meking & move.

Dol jit Singh further stated to me that five of
the Hindue had been injured in the melee om Saturday
night, end that one of them wes seriously hurt- He
requested thet the man be teken esfore for treatment,
but before giving him any satisfectory enswer I Tre-
quested that the four or five &lleged injured men should
be produced before me or that I be permitted to see Them
wherever they were, so that I could make such arrange-
ments - if I wae satisfied that they needed medical
attention -~ 28 would be necessary in order to have the
same attended to by our medical officer. Daljit Singh
refused to produce the men or permit me to go and see
them, end ssid that unless provisions were put on
board there would be no benefit from seeing these men
whetsoever.

Maeking no headway in our delibverations, I finally
informed them thet no provisions would be put on board
until they were of & more reasonable turn of mind and had
decided to obey the lews of this country, and with this
parting injunction I came down the geéngwey end boarded
our lsunch for shore-

& Yours t:u/ly, /
Melcolm R. J.hefﬁ/{ﬁ% WW@
el
Canadian Immigreation Agent and Inspector,

Vancouver, B. C.



