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On November 2nd, 1949, Jawahar-
lal Nehru, first Prime Minister of In-
dia, arrived at Vancouver Internation-
at Airport to be greeted with tremen-
dous enthusiasm by the local East
Indian population. Accompanying the
great man was, the local press report-
ed, “a quiet young lady in a sari who
stood in the background.”

Today we greet this very same lady
once again after an interval of nearly
a quarter of a century, but she i1s no
longer in the background. Indira Gand-
hi, daughter of Jawaharlal, has since
blossomed into a celebrated and hon-
oured world figure as the third Prime
Minister of India. Her stature is such
that various flattering epithets have
been applied to her, such as “Empress
of India” and “The Most Powertul
Woman In History.”

India owes a lot to this remarkable
lady. Her life has been one long saga
of selfless devotion to her people from
her earliest childhood. In an era of
rising totalitarianism and international
pressures, of strong economic, provin-
cial, linguistic and other political
cross-currents, it is a modern-day mira-
cle that a developing, many-sided sub-
continent like India has managed to
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To your child, good example

WELCOME TO B.C.!l

survive as a viable democracy enjoying
certain cherished freedoms.

Irrespective of one’s political per-
suasion, the credit for such a refresh-
ing state of affairs belongs largely to
the leaders of the Union Government,
who have commanded respect through-
out the length and breadth of this vast
nation. Indira Gandhi, a child of the
successful and arduous struggle for in-
dependence when she sat at the feet
of the Mahatma, 1s such a leader with
an aura that transcends regional
boundaries.

Canada and India have always had
friendly relations and share certain
common ideals. Our Prime Minister
Trudeau received a very warm recep-
tion when he wvisited India. Indira
Gandhi is now returning the wisit
at the invitation of the Govern-
ment of Canada. Her charm and
statesmanlike qualities are bound to
generate a lot of goodwill for herselt
and her country. And, we Indo-Cana-
dians, will also to some extent benefit
from such a favourable limelight.

Welcome back, Indira! We hope you
enjoy your stay with us.

Gleanings from the Master

THE BEST THING TO GIVE :

To your enemy is forgiveness

To your mother, conduct that will make her proud of you

Shiva Nanda



INDIRA .... JEWEL OF INDIA

On November 19, 1917, a WOMAN
OF DESTINY was born into the pat-
rician House of the Nehrus of Allaha-
bad. She was named INDIRA and her
hands have been firmly steering the
destinies of one seventh of mankind
for the past seven years. Who is this
woman, this Indira (Nehru) Gandhi,
third Prime Minister of the vast Re-
public of India?

CHILDHOOD:

“My public life started at the age
of three,” she has reminisced. As the
scion of the leading family engaged
in the struggle for India’s independ-
ence, Indira never enjoyed a normal
childhood. She used to mount the table
and harangue the servants with thun-
dering denunciations of British rule in
India. Even her games were political
In nature, and often ended with martyr
Indira, like Joan of Arc, being burned
at the stake.

The Nehrus belonged to India. They
had given away all their vast wealth
to the struggle for independence. They
lived at political congresses, at public
meetings, in crowded railway carri-
ages and in prison. As such, poor In-
dira was a rather lonely child who
often greeted visitors with a sad,, “I’'m
sorry, but mamma, pappa and grand-
pa are all in prison.” Thus, the char-
acter of this otherwise shy and retir-
ing child was forged in the fires of
hard circumstances. No wonder she
later remarked: “I have lived in crisis
since my earliest childhood . . . per-
haps that is why problems do not over-
whelm me.” Lucky for India.
MAHATMA]JI'S CHELA:

During those years little Indira was
often at the side of Mahatma Gandhi,
who grew to love her dearly. Before
she reached her teens, he literally flung
Indira into India’s battle. At the ten-
der age of twelve, she became the mov-
ing spirit that founded an effective
children’s organization to help the In-
dian National Congress during the
difficult Non-cooperation Movement.
Her Vanar Sena (Monkey Army) grew
to 6000 members in Allahabad alone
and was of great help doing a variety
of essential tasks for the freedom
fighters.

EDUCATION:

With her parents in and out of jail.
she received a somewhat chequered
education at Poona, Tagore’s Shanti-
niketan and later on in Switzerland
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and Oxford. However, she was fortun-
ate in having so brilliant a mentor as
her father to give her a breadth of
vision that few children can hope to
receive.

Jawaharlal wrote to her from his
prison on her thirteenth birthday:
“What presents can I give you? They
can only be of the air and of the mind
and spirit such as a good fairy might
have bestowed on you.” Out of these
airy prescnts came the classic book,
“Glimpses of World History.”
SOCIAL WORK:

But for the voluntary sacrifices
made by her family, Indira would or-
dinarily have grown into a rich, socia-
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lite beauty adorned in silks, jewels and
perfumes. Instead, the lot of this deli-
cate, aristocratic Brahmin girl was to
wear coarse, homespun khaddar and
to go and work, at the behest of her
Mahatma, in the slums and amongst
the lepers and Untouchables. Under
such arduous circumstances young In-
dira developed a new sense of values
that have governed her life ever since,
a compassion and love for the poor
and the downtrodden. She has contin-
ually tried to keep in touch with the
masses and village uplift has always
been uppermost in her thoughts.

TWO KINDS OF PEOPLE:
Such a dedicated, Spartan existence



also developed in her unusual tough-
ness and determination. This tough-
ness has stood her in good stead when
at the age of 49 she became head of
the world’s largest democracy. She also
learned to appreciate the truth of what
her eminent grandfather, Pandit Mo-
tilal, had told her: ‘““There are two
kinds of people; those who do the
work and those who take the credit.”
Motilal then advised Indira to be in
the first group, since there is much
less competition there! Today, she
works 16 to 18 hour days, with seldom
a day off to relax. In fact she often
can’t remember when she last went
shopping, one of the little pleasures
of life that women enjoy.
MARRIAGE:

Indira married Feroze Gandhi, a
Parsi boy who had originally belonged
to her “monkey brigade.” The year
was 1942 and once again India’s call
involved a sacrifice of her newly-found
married bliss. Within six months both
of them were locked up in prison in
connection with the “Quit India”
movement at a crucial stage during the
Second World War. Feroze later be-
came an M.P. and a severe critic of
any corruption. Unfortunately, he died
in 1960, leaving Indira a widow at 43.
COURAGE

Shortly after Independence, Mahat-
ma Gandhi called upon Indira to
work in the worst riot-affected areas
in Delhi. She showed consider-
able courage and thought nothing
about risking her life as long as it
helped cool mob passions. After one
riot, she bitterly remarked, ““There are
no tears in my eyes: there’s anger In
my heart. Is i1t for such disharmony
that so many freedom-fighters have
sacrificed so much?” Eventually, In-
dira managed to bring the Hindus and
Muslims together.

CONGRESS PRESIDENT:

Indira joined the Congress Party in
1948 and became a member of the
Working Committee in 1955. Her forte
were the Women’s Department and
the Youth Section. Four years later,
in 1959, though she was known to dis-
like politics or being in the public
eye, she gave in to the bullying Con-
oress leaders and was elected Congress
President, a crown more of thorns than
roses. Everybody was pleasantly im-
pressed by the new dynamism that
she brought to the office and the sa-
gacity and executive ability that she
displayed. She cried, “The nation 1s 1n

a hurry and we cannot afford to lose
time.” Won!? that there were more
Indiras in the world.

MULTIPLE INTERESTS

She continued to take considerable
interest in education and Women’s Up-
lift, and was closely connected with
UNESCO work; she founded Bal Sa-
hyog, a residential training centre for
underpriveleged boys in Delhi; she
chaired the Citizens’ Control Council
to provide amenities to the fighting
forces and welfare to their families:
she played an important role in the
sensitive 1ssue of Indian unity through
the National Integration Council.

When asked about her multiple in-
terests and 1indefatiguable efforts, In-

dira gave a characteristically simple
reply. “Whenever I see something
wrong, I want to put 1t right.” As
simple as that, but how few show such
a crusading spirit!

TRAGEDY & LONELINESS:
Four years after losing her husband

in 1960, Indira suffered another heavy
blow when her great father passed
away. She was by nature a rather lone-
ly person and this double loss in rapid
succession depressed her greatly. She
withdrew more within herself. It 1is
reported that the financial situation of
this ex-rich girl was such that Congress
leaders began wondering what to do
about Indira. She had little to fall back
upon, apart from royalties from her
father’s books.

“PLIABLE” PRIME MINISTER:
The new Prime Minister, LLal Ba-
hadur Sastri, prevailed upon Indira to
take the relatively minor portfolio of
Minister of Information and Broad-
casting. Upon the death of Shastri in
1966, the big Congress bosses, called
“The Syndicate,” decided that Indira
alone, because of her family name.
would be able to prevent the intract-
able Morarji Desai from succeeding to
the throne. Besides they blithely be-
lieved that Indira would be easy to
handle, a pliable Prime Minister. They
helped get her in, but how wrong they
were! She proved to be about as pla-
ble as a barracuda! It is noteworthy
that the Delhi correspondent of the
Christian Science Monitor was a bet-
ter judge of Indira, the quiet and self-
effacing lady. He correctly forecast

when she was elected Prime Minister,
.. now and again glints of steel flash
gentle melancholy mask of

14

from the
ivory and old gold . . . Both they (The
Syndicate who expected to keep her

in leading strings) and the country
that has dandled her as a child on its
‘knees are likely in for a major sur-

prise.”’
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REBELLION: .

Indira found herself in a frustrating
position unable to get anything she
wanted done. She decided by the sum-
mer of 1969 that she had had enough
and rebelled. She confounded the Party
King-makers by managing to get her
candidate, Mr. Giri, elected over the
otficial Congress candidates as Presi-
dent of India. It reached the stage
where she, the Prime Minister and
theoretical leader was formally expel-
led from her own Congress Party, a
party that her father had so helped
to build. However, Indira succeeded
in devastating the all-powerful Con-
gress bosses in a prematurely called
election, winning two-thirds of the
seats 1n Parliament.

In perhaps one of the swiftest man-
eouvres in the history of Indian poli-
tics, she summarily dismissed the ob-
structive Morarji as Finance Minister,
took over that portfolio herself and
within three days rammed through the
nationalism of not just 5 or 6 banks
she had originally pleaded for. but all
the 14 banks! At long last, the poor
and deserving, especially the peasant
starved for funds, had a hope for
help instead of the friends, relations
and plutocrats under the privious re-
gime, so she felt. No wonder one In-
dian journalist summed her up as “the
only man among a bunch of old wo-
men!”’

NEW STATURE:

After that there was no looking
back. She took a tight grip on the reins
of power, fought slippery politicians
to a standstill, won international pres-
tige over Bangla Desh and swift vic-
tory over Pakistan. She is now aiming
at “Garibi Hatao” (remove poverty),
some say an impossible task. But for
Bangle Desh and repeated failures of
the monsoons, she would have made
significant progress towards eradicat-
ing this age-old curse of the masses.

MANY-SIDED WOMAN:

What sort of woman is this Indira?
She 1s reported to be quick, mercurial,

sensitive, a civilized product of East-
won many

accolades; to name but a few, she won
the U.S. Mothers’ Award in 1955. Yale
University’s Howland Memorial Prize
in 1960 and the Isabella D’Este Medal
for outstanding work in the field of

She has

West cultures.

Diplomacy in 1965.

It Indira had the time, she would
love to do research in anthropology
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. study history and read poetry
under the quiet Himalayan pines . . .
design clothes and houses and do in-

terior decorating for fun . . . go riding
and swimming . . . relax with folk
dances and classical music . . . or in-
dulge in gardening, flower-arranging,
cooking . . . or simply do bird-watch-
ing.

INCORRUPTIBLE:

But all these pleasures must wait
till Indira achieves her desire to see
the hundreds of millions of India live
in dignity. She considers herself, as
her life story so amply proves, above
all a “Desh Sevika” (servant of the
nation). Her credo 1s “full faith in
the Indian people because during every
crisis they have been able to keep
united and give what was expected of
them.” In return, the feelings of the
people can be summed up 1n the sen-
timents of a poor Untouchable who
voted for her, “because she does every-
thing that is possible at her level, but
when money gets into the hands of
other lesser people, they misappropri-
ate it.”” Such incorruptibility 1s natural
to one who has given her all, from the

very beginning to India’s cause.

WIPE EVERY TEAR
Today, Indira strides the Indian

subcontinent like a Colossus. She has
been called all sorts of names, includ-
ing “American Agent” and “Com-
munist stooge.” But name calling 1s
hardly hkely to deflect her from her
inexorable course. Perhaps she recalls
Kruschev’'s trenchant phrase, “Dogs
bark but the caravan moves on.” She
is out to redeem her father’s pledge
on Independence Day to “wipe every
tear from every eye. She may or may
not achieve her goal in the face of
exploding population eroding India’s
gains. But one thing is certain. Indira
will give everything she’s got to attain
a modicum of “Garibi Hatao.”

Fateh (success) to you, my dear
Indira Gandhi, child of Nehru, daugh-
ter of India and may God always go

with you! @
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NEHRU ...

THE
MODERN

MOGUL

Nine years before the death of
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru in 1964, |
was a security officer at Nehru’s
home in New Delhi. Nineteen long

years now stand between my memory
and those exciting days in my life.

Nonetheless, time has failed to
erode from my memory the spectacle

of the crowd that was daily attracted
to Nehru’s official residence.

I remember quite well that
Nehru’s car never stopped for the
waiting crowd. The visitors never
expected this to happen. They only
came to catch a glimpse of the man
whom they regarded as a modern mogul.

As cach crowd melted away, [
would usually hear some visitor say
In reverence: *“ Panditji ko bara kam
hai »* ( Panditji is very busy ).

[ think of Nehru as an emperor,
comparable historically and in hijs
personal life — to Shah Jehan, the
builder of the Taj Mahal and abso-
lute ruler of 17th century Hindustan.
Both men made India powerful, one
as an absolute divine ruler, the other

as the country’s first democratically-
elected prime minister.

Beth men were widowers who
never remarried. Shah Jehan cherish-
ed the memory of Mumtaz and Pandit
Nehru never forgot Kamla. Each of
them enjoyed the affection and trust

of his daughter. Pandit Nehru passed
away 1n the arms of his loving Indira
just as Shah Jehan had died in the
arms of his faithful Jehanara.
Although even rustics understood
that their modern Shah Jehan had
little time to bemuse the crowds .
very fewoutside the walls of Nehru’s

home really knew how hard Nehru
worked for his countrymen.

When in Delhi, his days were

By HARKIRPAL SINGH SARA

spent at the Foreign Office. | never
saw him return from the office before
6 p.m. — sometimes as late as 7 p.m.

Even then, his work was never
finished. Bundles of files travelled
home with him and after eating dinn-
er with his daughter’s family — ( Mrs.
Indira Gandhi, her husband Feroze
Gandhi and Nehru’s grandsons, Sanjaya
and Rajav) —he would sit down with
his papers.

Sometimes, the lights of his study
burned until 1 a.m. If he was tired of
his desk and chair, he took the files

to the bedroom. [ think he slept bare-
ly five hours a night.

His limitless energy often puzzl-
edme. It was my job to guard his life
and his person. [ had to be awake
and alert. But [ was much younger
than he. ] never knew what sustained
his power of endurance despite his
advanced years: Did his daily yoga
head-stands keep him in good shape?
Or was there some magic in faithful
Hari, the servant who massaged his
master’s head with almond ojl each
night?

But in spite of heavy work, Nehru
found time for relaxation. Before
leaving for the Foreign Office around

8:30 a.m., he diverted himself for
about thirty minutes in the manner of

the old Moguls. Walking majestically
in the fresh morning air of the gar-
den, admiring roses, playing with
the pair of Raj Hans (swans) that
split the morning air with their cac-
kles on seeing him, and feeding or
teasing his favourite Bhimsas (the
pair of 18-pound cat-bears that had
been brought from Indo- Burma fron-
tier jungles) were as much Nehru’s
routine as was his work. Once in 2

whild he enjoyed a promenade on
horseback.

How well I remember that while
Mr. Nehru diverted himself with his
pets, | and a few other plain-clothes
police officers would stand nearby
completely awed by him. Mr Nehru
never liked our being around, yet he
never ordered us out. [t was always
awkward for us to stand guard in his

presence; and his unpredictable tem-
per made matters worse.

Nevertheless, | strongly felt
attracted by Nehru’s dynamic person-

ality. If T couldn’t see his person, |
would look at his bronze bust that
stood i1n the corridor leading to the

Spacious waiting room on the first
floor.

Once as [ stood admiring the
elongated sculptured head., [ was
startled by a soft voice saying from
behind ““Dekhoji Mathaiji ko bullao®?
(Please call Mr. Mathai). Panditji had
addressed me in a warm and kind
manner, and with a godly smile. |
was nervous. But tomy relief, Mathai,

Nehru’s personal secretary, appeared
suddenly from nowhere.



Then, the Prime Minister’s Long
chin came out and his brown eyes
flashed. But the secretary said some-
thing and they both went into the
reception room.

[ stood behind, dazed by those
bright eyes. There was something
mysterious about Mr. Nehru’s eyes.
You couldn’t be sure whether there
was kindness or sternness in them.
They simply inspired awe.

Although every moment [ spent
at Mr. Nehru’s official residence was
memorable, one occasion was extra-
ordinary.

[t was the summer of 1954 and
Nehru looked to me pale and haggard

as if he had been fighting for his
life against some vicious monster.
His lips were dry and he kept moist-
ening them with his tongue. Some-
times he would force a smile.

He was in the company of Chou
En-lai.

Mr. Nehru and the Chinese
Premier had come out after meeting
for three hours. They had lunched
together and had heldtalks.I stood
near the car of the Chinese leader
and Mr. Nehru was clearly in my view.

Chou En-lai betrayed no ex-
pression. He appeared stone-faced.
He raised his right hand to give a
Chinese salutation. Then, flanked
by his two interpreters, an Indian and
a Chinese, the Chinese Premier stef-
ed into his waiting car.

Nehru stood still in the entran-
ce and did not leave for his study
until the car of his Chinese counter-
part had gone past the main gate.
What had passed between the two
Asian leaders, I had no means of
knowing. But the contrast of their
facial expression was i1nauspicious.

The visit of the Chinese Pre-
mier was the only time Nehru app-
eared to me less than dignified. In
the company of his admirers and
critics alike, he always held himself
in the manner of an emperor.

Indians of all ranks felt awed
to some degree in the presence of
this small, august man.

Many deposed maharajas used
to pay their homage at Nehru’s home.
[ often wondered what use the maha-
rajas hal for the man whose govern-

ment had dealt a fatal blow to their

BUY  SELL TRADE

e COMMERCIAL eRESIDENTIAL ®eREVENUE

® ACREAGE
For Professional REAL ESTATE SERVICE

cae AJAIB JANDA 24

5842 Cambie St., Vancouver, B.C.
RES.: 437-0241 @ BUS.: 321 -688]1

-

® Common & Finish Lumber ® Builder’s Hardware

® Plywood ® Roofing ® |nsulation

INDEPENDENT
AETAIL LUMBER
YARDS

Leonard Building Supplies (1972) Ltd.

5842 FRASER STREET Tel.: 327 -6347
FIDALI MAGHJI VANCOUVER 15, B. C. . Res.: 321 -1593

o WJ HITE BT Bug, USTEIE S, fHaI®, 3 33 31 €Mt ItAT BET ITST AT

ENQUIRE FOR LOW COST TRAVEL
TO INDIA. ENGLAND, FlJI,

PHILIPPINE, AFRICA,

OR ANY OTHER
PARTS OF THE WORLD.

FOR

CHARTER.GROUP |

EXCURSION
REMEMBER -

ONE CALL DOES IT ALLI!

BAINS

INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL SERVICE

Two Offices To Serve You

6364 FRASER ST. 1710 DOUGLAS ST.
VANCOUVER 15, B.C. SR VICTORIA, B. C.
TEL: 324-2277 TEL: 386-6363

6



power. Nevertheless, they came and
reconstructed the scenes of the Di-
wan-1-Khas (Hall of Audience) of the
Red Fort where the Rajas used to do
their obeisance to the Mogul Emperor.

Of the top Indian leaders, I
sawnoone behave more submissive-
ly in Nehru’s presence than V. K.
Krishna Menon.

Menon was a faithful warrior-
Khan who enjoyed the privilege of
staying as the Prime Minister’s guest
whenever he came to give aceount
of international verbal battles to
his master.

[never saw the faithful Menon
walk abreast of his chief. Whether
walking with Nehru in the gardens,
or passing through the halls in his
master’s company, Krishna Menon
always respectfully kept himself a
few feet behind.

One evening a farewell party
was arranged in the garden by the
playmates of Mr. Nehru’s two grand-
sons who were next morning proceed-
ing to Dehra Dun to join the school
for the children of the aristocrats.
Nehru and Menon came out to attend
the children’s function. Menon sat
meekly on the rug behind, and did
not move nearer until he was asked
by Nehru himself. The faithful Khan
never forgot his station before the
Mogul Emperor.

Even the bitterest political
adversaries seemed to falter before
Nehru.

One morning a deputation of
Brahmans was led by Mr. Khanna,
who was the Prime Minister’s Pub-
lic Secretary. The followers of the
Srahmans meanwhile shouted slogans
outside. The Brahmans demanded

legislation to ban the slaughter of

cows throughout the union of India.

Their leader had a long beard
and long flowing hair. In his priestly
saffronrobes he appeared Very impr-
essive. I thought he would boldly
accuse Nehru of neglecting the most
sacred duty of a Hindu.

But as Nehru appeared in the
corridor, the Brahmans began to re-
treat towards the walls of the wait-
ing room. When he stood before them
his bright eyes flashed and he app-
eared grim. I am certain he under-

stood what the Brahmans had come
to demand.

The head Brahman advanced
nervously. He held in his hands a
clean earthen jar full of fresh cow’s
milk. With trembling hands the head
priest raised the jar up to the level
of Nehru’s head and began to intone

ﬁé h‘:{"‘m

some Mantras (Sanskrit prayers).
At this Nehru lost his patience
(I am sure he lost his temper too)
and I heard him say as he walked
out: *“ Aapp mera waqat zayia kar
rahe hain’’(You are wasting my time).
The snub left the Brahmans
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dumbfounded. A thick roll of papers
which the chief Brahman had tucked
under his arms, fell on the floor.

Inhis amazement, the holy man
had forgotten to present the resolut-
ionrequesting abolition of cow slau-
ghter. When he recovered from the
shock of Nehru’s exit, the Brahman
said,‘‘ Kabhi to Panditj1 ko manana
pare ga’’ ( One day Panditj:1 will
listen and agree ).

Butnot all people who wanted
to see Nehru were friendly curiosity-
seekers or special-interest lobbyists.

One day when | was assigned
to the front gate a man came up and
said he had an appointment with
Nehru. I recognized him from an in-
telligence bulletin as a dangerous
rebel and potential assassin.

It was straight police work. I
detained the suspectfor questioning.
He was indeed the man we were look-
ing for.

All intrigue and excitement is
behind me now.

Still, I can close my eyes and
see Nehru passing through the corri-
dors of his home, relaxing in his
garden and showing the beds of wheat

plants and his pets to Lady Mount-
batten, wife of the last British Vice-
roy of India.

[ can still see him smile like
a god, his bright brown eyes flash-
ing somewhere near the bronze bust.
[ can remember that he looked at his
wife Kamla’s picture every time he

crossed the waiting room.

[ can still see Hari, the stocky
servant, staggering in and out of the
master’s bedroom. And I can still
hear the melodious feminine voice
saying ‘‘ Bapu *’ (father ).

But the cheers of the crowd
outside at the Teen Murti ( three
faced statue ) break up my dreams
and awaken me. | awake as the Raj-
put warrior who once guarded the

Royal Palace discovers in disbelief
that Shah Jehan is dead. @
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LOCAL NEWS

EAST INDIAN ORGANIZATIONS

The Khalsa Diwan Society was the
first East Indian organization to be
formed in B.C. as far back as 1908. It
remained the sole organization to repre-
sent the community for decades till
the advent of the East Indian Cana-
dian Welfare Association to fight the
many injustices in the then immigra-
tion policy of the Government of Can-
ada. Today, there are a growing num-
ber of organizations covering a very
wide spectrum that reflects the various
social, cultural, religious and linguistic
interest groups that compose the East
Indian population in B.C.

Such a growth in the multiplicity of
bodies 1s a phenomanon common to
other ethnic groups as well, many of
which hail from countries far smaller
and less diverse than India. There has
been a growing feeling that these vari-
ous bodies should get together to at-
tend to community-wide activities.

This need became all the more press-
ing with the advent of “multi-cultural-
1ism’ as the official policy of the Gov-
erment of Canada. If the proposed
multi-cultural centres do materialize,
including one at Vancouver, the vexed
question would arise as to who should
represent the East Indians on the Gov-
erning Body of such a centre if the
community were asked to nominate
somebody.

Accordingly, to meet such future
contingencies or to organize a com-
munity function on special occasions,
a meeting was convened on April 29,
1973 to which presidents of the various
East Indian organizations were invit-
ed. The response was most heartening.
There have been, at the time of writ-
ing, two subsequent meetings on May
7th and May 27th.

The following organizations contri-
buted towards the success of this joint
venture:

Khalsa Diwan Societies in Greater

Vancouver.

Sikh Temples in Greater Vancouver

and Abbotsford

East Indian Canadian Welfare Asso-

ciation

Akali Singh Sikh Society.

Canadian East Indias of B.C.

Caadian Ramgarhia Society

Fi1 Sanatan Dharam Ramayana

Mandli

Gujrati Society

India Club

India-Canada Friendship Association

Ismailia Community

Punjabi Sahitya Sabha
Bhai Chara Eastern Cultural So-
ciety of B.C.

Vishva Hindu Parishad

Zoroastrian Society

There was a general consensus in
favour of setting up an umbrella or-
ganization covering the various viable
East Indian organizations. It was felt
that, to begin with, the umbrella body
should be a loose organization. The
groups that met decided to call them-
selves the “East Indian Co-ordinating
Committee of B.C.” The actual de-
tails of the parent body, its composi-
tion and minimum requirements for
affiliation, its future role, etc. will be
discussed at future meetings, and all
recommendations made will be subject
to final ratification by the respective
general bodies of the participating or-
ganizations.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

We are pleased to inform you that the
work on the New Sikh Temple at New

Westminster, B. C., has started. The
whole project 1s estimated to cost

$250,000.00 (approx.). Bids for the
building have been advertised in the

Sun and Province news papers in May
The covered area of the building will

be approximately 9600 square feet,
which will comprise of upper hall for
religious prayers and the lower hall

as kitchen.
Without your co-operation, suggestions

and kind guidance all this would not
have been possible. Now to complete
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THIS IS THE NEW SIKH TEMPLE

NEWS MAKING

From the list of the various local
clubs and societies, one feels that lot
of reports can be available for circu-
lation through the printed media. We
extend an open invitation to all of you

to use the space in this magazine to
report any activities of your group. The
material should be type written and
concise.

Admit vour mistakes,
but don’t brag about them.

Inflation is when those who
saved for a rainy day get
soaked.
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the project successfully we will need
your support in every way. Your gene-
rous donations will help in complete
ing the building in time. Shortly the
elected representatives will approach
you for contributions. Give them gene-
rously. You may send your donations
direct to the Society at the address
given below:

# 347 Wood Street, New Westminster.

Thanking you for the past support and
hope you will continue it in the future.

Yours Sincerely,
KHALSA DIWAN SOCIETY
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