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they took possession of the Japanese
ship which brought them, deprived the

captain of his authority, and violently
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in endeavoring to obtaln a percentage
of the film rights of moving pictures
of the Komagata Maru. |

The speaker read the following let-
ter, received by Mr, Malcolm Reld, the
superintendent of Immigration, from
the Canadian Amusement Company,
121 Hastings street:

“Sir,—I should feel very grateful for
leave to take moving plctures in con-
nection with the Komagata Maru, and i
if the troops are coming in it would !
make a valuable picture. Mr. J. Ed-
ward Bird asked me a short time ago
to take the pictures, but he wanted 75
per cent of the film rights, which was
too high.” :

It was signed by Mr. R. J. Herring.

“In one way that letter makes vou
laugh,” sald Mr. Stevens, “but it is a
serious thing when a responsible soliel-
tor will take that light and mercenary
| view of a delicate situation, which may
result, not only here, but in other .

C., for the Government. U‘
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Government Has Fed Hindus
During Last Three Weeks

Do

as a Pure Charity. .

At 11 o'clock this morning therds
appeared to be a chance of settling
the Hindu difficulty., The tug sent
out with the ultimatum to Gurdit
| Singh was cruising around awaiting
the arrival at the dock of a local
| committee of Hindus who had wished

to have = chance o confer with their
countrymen aboard the vessel. The
plan to seng out a local committee of
five resulted from an exchange of
letters between Mr., A. H. MacNeill
counsel for the Hindus, and Mr. R.
L., Reid for the government,

partly because in the early stages of
the trouble they to have a
hunger strike, The Government of Can-
ada has generously come to their rellef,
and stocked the abundant
provisions for the journey home. The
Hindus will live higher at the expense
of the Canadian people than they did
when their own countrymen were board-
| ing them for pay.

Now that the incident has been closed
Canada and the Empire may be con-
gratulated on the way it was handled.
During all these complications, and in
spite of all provocation, every reason-
able consideration has been shown the
Orientals., The Government and its of-
ficers have been firm on the one essen-
tial question, that the Hindus should
- not settle in th.s country if the law
of the land and authority of the immi-
gration department were sufficient to
prevent it. On that point there was no
doubt or hesitation. Since counsel for
the Hindus claimed that there was no
la.wi to reject them and that their ex-
clusion would be an ac¢t of usurpation,
they were allowed time and opportunity
to appeal to the highest court in the
province. Even after the decision was
announced they were given a long time
to decide to go away peaceably.

In the end it was necessary to show
them that force would be used if they ||
would not allow the captain of the ship

to resume control and sail out of the
port.
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A. H. MacNeill, K. C., Says It Is
Much a Matter of Dollars

~and Cents. - Ju

Co— U

Correspondence Between that
Counsel and R. L. Reid, K,

elected

ship’ with

-

C
our empire and the full significance of
q it has been borne in upon my mind.
Story of Chartering.
1 Mr. Stevens traced the story of the
chartering of the Komagato Maru, the
J changing of officers consequent oOn
"I the attitude of the Dominion govern-
1 ment toward the entrance of the
q Hindoos to this country, and assured
his hearers that every effort had been
Il put forth to stop the boat, and advise
| her that her passengers could not
{ enter Canada.

To show that Gurdit Singh anticl-
pated the results of his venture, Mr.
Stevens emphasized the fact that that
astute gentleman made each Hindoo
pay his return fare, besides which
they placed in his hands $7000 in Cana-
dian currency, which is deposited in
his name in a bank in Japan.

Seditious Incidents,

Having touched on the many sedi-
tious incidents which have occurred
during the past few months, Mr.
Stevens read a dispatch from Ottawa
authorizing the use of the naval ser-
vice, and urging that no unnecessary
violence be used, but that the law,

The Rainbow was not summoned
because the local police were incapable |
of enforcing the law and restoring the |
captain’s authority. In ten minutes the
policemen who went out to the Koma-
gata i1ast Saturday could have taken pos-

session of the ship. They would have
gladly undertaken the task had they
been permitted. But from first to lust
it was the determination of the auth-
orities to close this incident without
bloodshed, if that was possible.. The
- police did not go out to enforce the
order of the immigration clupartmenf.
but were sent in response.to a requeﬁt
of the Japanese captain for protectjon
and assistance agalnst his own mutin-
ous passengers.,. The law would have
Justified the usge of firearms to accom-
plish this purpose, and
forbearance sougnt other ways, hatopily
not without success.
It is usnai-

But wisdom
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without fail, be rigorously enforced.

He knew there were a good many
people who could tell the police and
the immigration officials how much

better they could have managed things

on Saturday night., He wanted to
make it perfectly clear that they did
not retire defeated but they detired
because they knew that if they used
firearms at that moment, their action
would be misconstrued and misinter-
preted through Canada and through the
empire, The rifles were not taken out
with the ldea of shedding blood but
were for the thirty-five special immi-
gration officers to act as guard for
the captaln and crew, after the police
had left, untll the vessel had been
towed out beyond Cape Flattery., Hae
thought the police were to be highly
commended. They behaved with great
coolness, Thirty suffered more or less
serious Injuries and only four, the
seriously hurt, did not report -

the next night,
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“It ig all a matter of dollars and
cents,”’ said Mr. MacNeill to The
Province. “These men are out therc
starving, for it is admitted by the
Juapanese captain that many ‘have
had no food for four or five days.”

The inference from Mr. MacNeill's
further remarks was that if the gov-
ernment would furnish food and as-
sistance to get back across the Pacific
a seltlement might be made.

Following is a copy of the corre-
spondence which passed during ves-
terday and (oday between the two
learned K, C.'s mentioned above:

Vancouver, B.C., July 20, 1914,

Malcolm R. J. Reid, Esq.. Dominion
immigration agent and inspectos,
VYancouver, B. C.

Dear Sir,—A representative of the
local Hindus waited upon us this
morning with a view to laying before
you several propositions which thevy
think (and in which we conetr). will
fead to- an inmediate and honorable
adjustment of the various  Qiffi
juestions arising-out of the prese
of the Komagata Maru with hep
sengers In the port of Vanco
We are sure A\Y ree tha
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