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Mayor Baxter has decided to call a public meeting of protest
the threatened invasion of East Indian immigrants. The passe on th
Komagata Maru appear to be what we in Vancouver have persisted in re-
rding them as being: the advance guard of a fleod of immigration from
ndia, the dimensions of which appeal strongly to the imagination and can-
not readily be compressed into a mere statement of fact.

The Mayor, in calling a public meeting, is acting in accordance with
his position as the elected civic head. Pyblic interest in the matter is keen.:
Arrangements have been made by several public bodies to discuss the posi-
tion which has been created by she presenge of the Komagata Maru, and
many persons have called at the City Hall and requested that Mayor Baxter
take some steps in the matter. In accordance with the state of public
opinion as Rlready manifested, the Mayor has decidea to call a public megt-
Ing, to be held in the Horse Show building. s,

The report that the lLegion of Frontiersmen have volunteered their
services to assist in boardipg the Komagata Maru and forming an escort
40 see her u!el{’ outsrde -the three-mile limit-is peacefully but-fi WD
ficant. No doubt, the immigration officials are in the right in intimating
that the rmrt had pot been given out through the Immigration depart-
ment, and t, officially, they could not permit such a proceeding; but the
report is strong evidence of the state of the public mind—of the mind of all
classes of the publie, on the situation. .

The statement by Mr. H. H. Stevens. published on Saturday, has done
much to clear up his position with regard to the question of the immigra-
tion of East Indians. Mr. Stevens was careful to emphasize the fact that
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the Dominion government is not “wobbling” with regard to the admittagee Ontarie.
of the passengers on the Komagata Maru. They have been refected as im- The electio 1
migrants and have been notified to that effect. It is quite easy to be un- | gress in On:‘.rf:mr":;m

fu!' to Mr. Stevens in this matter, and 0 assume without warrant that his | on the temperance questio
attitude on the question of Oriental Immigration has changed. In the liges | ®ervative government appe
of the explanation which he made public on Saturday, it is not easy to | Port on_ its record and o
find ground on which to find fault with him, or .to reiterate the charge that | ©Ption Law under which
he has abandoned the pesition of exclusionist. The World is opposed to the.| L ynor, Province has gone

proposed legislation at awa on the questiod of Indian Immigration. The iﬁ:e:;l:llﬁrr:moft?:: t?::h:
législation has been trenghantly criticized by the govermment organ in this

: : : : _ _ demands of the people.
city and its ineptitude 8 been forcibly pointed out Next session is .

: : Today is nomination da:
months away . The gov ment has time enough to consider the ATTUMENLE | s ——

advanced against the prdposals before deciding to give effect to them. WASHlNG.[ﬂN
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At most, the measure in which the proposals would be embodied, could
not be more than a ten/tive measure. It lacks finality and does not con-
tain the elements of a solution: but it 13 not inconceivable to anvone ex~
('.rt thick-and-thin opponents of Mr. Stevens, like the Sun, that a man
might give it his support. ~-mistakenly, we think—without abandoning his
position as a champion of exclusion.

LOUIS D. TAYLOR, Editor.
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